THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Feb. 26, 2018

Primary Election Day Polling Places
Election Day
March 6, 2018
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Precinct 224
Buda City Hall
121 S. Main St.
Precinct 226
Hays Hills Baptist Church
1401 N. FM 1626
Precinct 228
McCormick Middle School
5700 Dacy Ln.
Precinct 230/236/238
Southern Hills Church of Christ
3740 Ranch Rd. 967
Precinct 232
Dahlstrom Middle School
3600 FM 967
Click below for sample ballots:
March 6, 2018 Primary Election Information and Sample Ballots
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City Park Construction: City Park will close for
construction after the wiener dog races in April.
The upgrades are part of the Proposition 5 Park
and Trail Improvements. Parks and Recreation
Director Greg Olmer shares more about the
timeline and the various improvements in the
video line below:
City Park Construction Video: http://bit.ly/2GTX2al

Municipal Building: Here are some of the latest photos of the Municipal Building. The building is still on track to be finished by
the end of April. Staff will move in at the end of May.
Facebook Photo Album: http://bit.ly/2F3OTU9
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BUDA MAIN STREET PROGRAM LAUNCHES NEW GRANT PROGRAM
FOR DOWNTOWN
The Buda Main Street Program has officially launched the Main Street Buda Downtown Improvement Grant (DIG) and
it is now available to business and property owners located within the Main Street district. The goal of the grant
program is to stimulate historic preservation and encourage private sector investment in downtown by collaborating
with the public sector. This partnership seeks to revitalize Buda’s historic downtown through the restoration and
rehabilitation of commercial building facades located within the designated Main Street district.
The DIG is funded through the Buda Economic Development Corporation (EDC) and administered by the Buda Main
Street Advisory Board and may be renewed by the EDC on a yearly basis. It replaces the Buda Central Signage, Awning
and Façade Improvement Grant formally administered by the Economic Development Corporation.

“The grant the EDC had in place was a great jumping off point for this program,” said Main Street Manager Maggie
Gillespie. “We took the original grant then researched other grant programs across the state and ended up with a
program that we feel fits the needs of Buda’s downtown business and property owners. Once it was complete, we had
the Historic Preservation Commission, Economic Development Corporation, the city’s planning department, and the
Texas Main Street Program review the grant for accuracy and compliance. The end result is a Downtown Improvement
Grant that we hope will make a huge impact for our community.”
Grant funds may be used for exterior work on storefronts and highly visible side and rear facades. The Downtown
Improvement Grant is structured as a single-payment reimbursement to property/business owners per building/
business and is applicable to commercially used properties only. The grant will match dollar for dollar expenditures up
to the maximum allocated per project as explained below:
Project Type

Private Investment

% of Project

$1000 or more*

Public Investment
Maximum
Up to $1000

Paint Only Type Projects
Rear/Side Entrance
Approach/Courtyard Projects
Signage Only Type Projects

$2000 or more*

Up to $2,000

50% of total project cost

$2500 or more*

Up to $2,500

50% of total project cost

Façade Rehabilitations or Full
Restoration Projects

$6500 or more*

Up to $6,500

50% of total project cost

50% of total project cost

Before beginning any project, the applicant must contact the City’s Historic Preservation Officer located in the Buda
Planning Department, 100 Houston St., to discuss compliance with the Unified Development Code, applicability of
any adopted historic district design standards & guidelines, and identification of necessary approval procedures and
Certificates of Appropriateness for proposed work.
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In addition to the Downtown Improvement Grant administered by the Main Street Program, the Economic
Development Corporation offers an array of incentives for small businesses. The Small Business Permitting grant
provides 50% reimbursement of certain permit fees for small businesses. The Buda Business Development Program
provides grant funding for new or expanding small businesses located in an existing building in Buda’s Heritage District
and are available for interior and exterior improvements. For more information on these grants, please visit
www.budaedc.com/incentives.
For more information on the Buda Main Street Downtown Improvement Grant or the Buda Main Street Program,
please contact the Buda Main Street Program Manager at mgillespie@ci.buda.tx.us or call 512.523.1075.

Buda Alliance Ministerial Prayer Breakfast: Buda city officials attended the Buda Alliance Ministerial Prayer Breakfast this
week.
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CITY OF BUDA ACCEPTING BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATIONS
Interested in serving on one of our various Boards and Commissions? Our Main Street Advisory Board is looking to fill five spots.
Main Street Manager Maggie Gillespie explains the role of the board in the video link below.
http://bit.ly/2nP4ZWY
Our Sustainability Commission is looking to fill four spots! If you are interested in environmental causes this is the commission for
you. GIS Analyst Kenny Skrobanek explains the role of the commission in the video link below.
http://bit.ly/2Bweemv
Our Buda Economic Development Corporation Board is looking to fill four spots. Buda EDC Executive Director Ann Miller explains
the role of the board in the video link below.
http://bit.ly/2ErmBCG
The Buda City Council is accepting completed application forms from City of Buda Citizens interested in serving on one of our
various Boards and Commissions.
The following boards have openings coming up in April 2018:
Construction Board of Appeals
Dupre Local Government Corporation
Economic Development Corporation Board
Historic Preservation Commission
Library Commission
Main Street Advisory Board
Parks & Recreation Commission
Planning & Zoning
Sustainability Commission
Zoning Board of Adjustment

4 Openings
5 openings
4 Openings
3 Openings
5 Openings
4 Openings
4 Openings
4 Openings
3 Openings

The link below contains a complete listing of our Boards and Commissions and their related duties:
City of Buda Boards and Commissions
Application forms may be picked up at City Hall, 121 S. Main St., Buda, during normal business hours, Monday through Thursday
8:00 pm – 5:00 pm, and on Fridays from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.
You can also download a copy of the application: Board and Commission Application
Submit application by:
mail: City of Buda, c/o City Clerk, P.O. Box 1380, Buda, TX 78610
hand delivery: City Hall, 121 S. Main Street, Buda, TX 78610
email: City Clerk
The deadline to submit a completed application is March 26, 2018. For additional information, contact the City Clerk at 512-3120084.
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Public Invited to Appeal or Comment on FEMA Flood Maps for Caldwell,
Gonzales, Guadalupe, and Hays Counties

Hays County, Texas – New preliminary flood risk information and updated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)
are available for review by residents and business owners in Caldwell, Gonzales, Guadalupe, and Hays
Counties. The City of Buda encourages property owners to review the latest information to learn about local
flood risks and potential future flood insurance requirements. Community stakeholders can identify any
concerns or questions about the information provided and participate in appeal and comment periods for
the maps.
The new flood risk information and FIRM resulted from a long-term flood study lead by a team of local
community, State, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
officials. Significant community review has already taken place, including Flood Risk Open Houses in August
2017 where residents and business owners in the affected counties were able to learn more about the new
preliminary flood risk information and view the maps.
The detailed digital maps show current flood hazards for communities within portions of the San Marcos and
Austin-Travis Lakes Watersheds and replace flood maps that are based on outdated studies and technology.
The maps provide more precise flood hazard information for those areas, including places affected by the
devastating Memorial Day 2015 floods and five other major floods since 2000.
The deadline for submitting appeals or comments is April 23. If property owners see incorrect
information that does not change the flood hazard information—such as a missing or misspelled road name
or an incorrect corporate boundary—they can submit a written comment. They can submit an appeal if they
perceive that modeling or data used to create the map is technically or scientifically incorrect. An appeal
must include technical information, such as hydraulic or hydrologic data, to support the claim. Appeals must
be submitted through City of Buda’s Floodplain Administrator:
John P. Nett, P.E., CFM
City Engineer
City Hall Annex
100 Houston Street
Buda, TX 78610
(512) 523-1025
jnett@ci.buda.tx.us

THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Feb. 26, 2018
Public Invited to Appeal or Comment on FEMA Flood Maps for Caldwell,
Gonzales, Guadalupe, and Hays Counties

In addition to viewing the preliminary maps at their local floodplain administrator’s office, residents and
business owners may:
View the preliminary flood maps online
Caldwell County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Caldwell/
Gonzales County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Gonzales/
Guadalupe County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Guadalupe/
Hays County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Hays/
Use a live chat service about flood maps at go.usa.gov/r6C (just click on the “Live Chat” icon)
Contact a FEMA Map Specialist by telephone, toll free, at 1-877-FEMA-MAP (1-877-336-2627) or by email
at FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com.

