THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Feb. 5, 2018

We receive a number of questions regarding the City’s authority when it comes to regulating cable/internet franchises
within the City of Buda. The City is often asked why other cable/internet franchises do not provide service in Buda. We
wanted to clear up any confusion over this issue.
Read more here: http://bit.ly/2nIZSrs
DOES THE CITY OF BUDA HAVE AN EXCLUSIVE CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH SPECTRUM?
No. Service providers looking to serve a particular area can file in Texas for a state issued cable franchise agreement through the
Public Utility Commission (PUC). The PUC of Texas has regulatory authority over cable franchises within the state of Texas. The
PUC does NOT grant exclusive state issued cable franchise agreements. Therefore, it is up to an individual cable/internet
franchise as to whether or not they want to serve the area.
WHY IS SPECTRUM THE ONLY OPTION FOR CABLE/INTERNET SERVICE IN BUDA?
Companies will analyze their potential rate of return versus capital investment when evaluating a new market. The company’s
anticipated market penetration versus their competitors also influences their decision to serve an area. The bottom line is cost.
The cost of installing infrastructure, especially fiber, is high. Texas laws prevent a municipality from providing municipal
broadband and from partnering with telecom providers to incentivize and offset this large capital investment.
CAN THE CITY OF BUDA PROVIDE BROADBAND SERVICE?
No. Chapter 5, Subchapter E of the Texas Utilities Code prohibits a municipality from providing telecommunications services.

We hope this information helps clarify our authority with regard to cable/internet franchise service within the City of Buda. For
additional questions, you can contact our Utilities Department at 512-295-8845.
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Municipal Building Update: This week our crew is in the process of putting up finishes in the lobby and library portions of the
new municipal building. Work is still expected to be finished by late April.
Project Manager Ray Creswell gives you a brief tour of the new municipal building in the link below.

http://bit.ly/2GZEBSh

City Park Construction: Construction preparations are
underway at City Park. As part of Prop 5 (Park and Trail
Improvements) City Park will get some major upgrades.
Some of the upgrades include an amphitheater, splash pad,
new playground, and pavilion improvements.
The link below includes an overview of the City Park plan
presented at the Dec. 5, 2017 City Council meeting.
http://bit.ly/2l7BZvm
City Park Construction Video: http://bit.ly/2FYhTbR
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CITY OF BUDA ACCEPTING BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATIONS
Interested in serving on one of our various Boards and Commissions? Our Main Street Advisory Board is looking to fill five spots.
Main Street Manager Maggie Gillespie explains the role of the board in the video link below.
http://bit.ly/2nP4ZWY
The Buda City Council is accepting completed application forms from City of Buda Citizens interested in serving on one of our
various Boards and Commissions.
The following boards have openings coming up in April 2018:
Construction Board of Appeals
Dupre Local Government Corporation
Economic Development Corporation Board
Historic Preservation Commission
Library Commission
Main Street Advisory Board
Parks & Recreation Commission
Planning & Zoning
Sustainability Commission
Zoning Board of Adjustment

4 Openings
5 openings
4 Openings
3 Openings
5 Openings
4 Openings
4 Openings
4 Openings
3 Openings

The link below contains a complete listing of our Boards and Commissions and their related duties:
City of Buda Boards and Commissions
Application forms may be picked up at City Hall, 121 S. Main St., Buda, during normal business hours, Monday through Thursday
8:00 pm – 5:00 pm, and on Fridays from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.
You can also download a copy of the application: Board and Commission Application
Submit application by:
mail: City of Buda, c/o City Clerk, P.O. Box 1380, Buda, TX 78610
hand delivery: City Hall, 121 S. Main Street, Buda, TX 78610
email: City Clerk
The deadline to submit a completed application is March 26, 2018. For additional information, contact the City Clerk at 512-3120084.
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Water Tank Inspections: This week our water tanks got a routine inspection. Our Public Works Department worked with Texas
Tank Services to get a look inside of our tanks. We were able to record what the divers are seeing thanks to a camera on their
helmets. The Bonita Vista Tank is 120 feet deep.
Water Tank Inspection Video: http://bit.ly/2skTxag

Booster Pump Repairs: One of our booster pumps at the Garlic Creek Pump Station is getting repaired.
Booster Pump Repair Video: http://bit.ly/2Eb1JeU

Buda Public Library Art Class: It's time for another art class for
adults! Join artist, Gena Destri, as we learn the basics of figure
drawing and become more confident in the way you draw. In this
life drawing session abstract and realism will be addressed. Art
class meets once a month and requires pre-registration. Register
here: http://ow.ly/ycJd30ialiv

THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Feb. 5, 2018
Buda Elementary School Visit: We had some special guests this week. Third graders from Buda Elementary visited the City of
Buda to learn about how City Government works. Our entire staff enjoyed meeting all of you!
Buda Elementary Visit Video: http://bit.ly/2EuMzoc
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Public Invited to Appeal or Comment on FEMA Flood Maps for Caldwell,
Gonzales, Guadalupe, and Hays Counties

Hays County, Texas – New preliminary flood risk information and updated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)
are available for review by residents and business owners in Caldwell, Gonzales, Guadalupe, and Hays
Counties. The City of Buda encourages property owners to review the latest information to learn about local
flood risks and potential future flood insurance requirements. Community stakeholders can identify any
concerns or questions about the information provided and participate in appeal and comment periods for
the maps.
The new flood risk information and FIRM resulted from a long-term flood study lead by a team of local
community, State, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
officials. Significant community review has already taken place, including Flood Risk Open Houses in August
2017 where residents and business owners in the affected counties were able to learn more about the new
preliminary flood risk information and view the maps.
The detailed digital maps show current flood hazards for communities within portions of the San Marcos and
Austin-Travis Lakes Watersheds and replace flood maps that are based on outdated studies and technology.
The maps provide more precise flood hazard information for those areas, including places affected by the
devastating Memorial Day 2015 floods and five other major floods since 2000.
The deadline for submitting appeals or comments is April 23. If property owners see incorrect
information that does not change the flood hazard information—such as a missing or misspelled road name
or an incorrect corporate boundary—they can submit a written comment. They can submit an appeal if they
perceive that modeling or data used to create the map is technically or scientifically incorrect. An appeal
must include technical information, such as hydraulic or hydrologic data, to support the claim. Appeals must
be submitted through City of Buda’s Floodplain Administrator:
John P. Nett, P.E., CFM
City Engineer
City Hall Annex
100 Houston Street
Buda, TX 78610
(512) 523-1025
jnett@ci.buda.tx.us
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In addition to viewing the preliminary maps at their local floodplain administrator’s office, residents and
business owners may:
View the preliminary flood maps online
Caldwell County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Caldwell/
Gonzales County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Gonzales/
Guadalupe County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Guadalupe/
Hays County: http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/Hays/
Use a live chat service about flood maps at go.usa.gov/r6C (just click on the “Live Chat” icon)
Contact a FEMA Map Specialist by telephone, toll free, at 1-877-FEMA-MAP (1-877-336-2627) or by email
at FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com.

