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NOV. 7, 2017 ELECTION RESULTS
Fluoride Initiative
FOR/AGAINST
Shall the Code of Ordinances of the City of Buda, Texas be amended
to adopt an ordinance resuming the use of fluoride additives within
the allowable level as recommended and regulated by the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality in the City of Buda municipal
potable water supply?
For
Against

33%
67%

Charter Amendments

The City of Buda adopted a home rule charter in November of 2007
establishing the council/manager form of government still in place today.
A revised charter was approved in 2012. The Buda City Council called for
a City Charter Amendment election on November 7, 2017 that included
19 amendments.
Inside Story Headline
This story can fit 75-125 words.
Selecting pictures or graphics is an
important part of adding content to
your newsletter.
Think about your article and ask
yourself if the picture supports or
enhances the message you’re trying
to convey. Avoid selecting images
that appear to be out of context.
Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which
you can choose and import into your
newsletter. There are also several
tools you can use to draw shapes and
symbols.
Once you have chosen an image,
place it close to the article. Be sure to
place the caption of the image near
the image.
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For a look at the election results for all of the Charter Amendments, please
click on the link: http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/5805

Outgoing Mayor and Council
Members Recognized
We want to thank outgoing Mayor Todd Ruge, Mayor Pro Tem Bobby Lane,
and Council Member Eileen Altmiller for their service and dedication to the
City of Buda. Mayor-Elect George Haehn presented a plaque to each of them
during a special reception.
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Public Safety Building
Construction

PUBLIC SAFETY BULDING FINISHED
In April of 2017, our crew poured the foundation for the new Public Safety building. The building
is now finished. However, our crews are still working on some final details inside the building.
The Police Department will be moving into the new building in the coming weeks.

4

CITY HALL & LIBRARY

The Municipal Building is progressing. Most of the interior walls are up and our crew
continues to work on the exterior of the building, along with the drainage canal. The
building is still on schedule to be finished by April of 2018.

HERITAGE TREE UPDATE
In January, the City relocated a 53” diameter live oak
tree on the site of our future Municipal Complex.
The tree was moved to the southeast corner of the
property to make room for the new buildings. Since
then, many of you have asked about the heritage
tree’s condition. Environmental Design, Inc. and The
Davey Tree Expert Co. are overseeing the general
health of the live oak.
Nov. 6, 2017 Heritage Tree Report (Environment
Design, Inc. and The Davey Tree Expert Co.)
The relocated live oak continues to show positive
signs of health with new growth evident throughout
much of the canopy. Canopy color has changed to
more of an olive color which could be due to many
factors such as time of year, weather patterns, dust
accumulation from construction activities, etc.
However, the new growth is a positive sign and the
health of the tree overall is not of concern now. The
foliage will continue be monitored to note any
significant changes that may cause concern for tree
health.
Soil moisture was good throughout October and the
system has functioned properly. The same close
monitoring of soil moisture will continue as the
season shifts and irrigations adjustments will be made accordingly.
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Inside Story Headline

Budafest is a few weeks away. It takes place on December 2 nd and 3rd
The Budafest celebration will include the Brilliant Lights Parade and Downtown Lighting. This lighted, nighttime parade goes
directly through the heart of Downtown Buda. Watch as community organizations ride in their decorated floats that bring out the
spirit of the holidays. The parade ends with a lighting ceremony where Santa Claus will count down with parade goers to “turn on”
downtown and kick off the beginning of the holidays in Buda, Texas.
Other Budafest activities include entertainment, food, carnival, and artisan vendors selling handcrafted items. Santa and Mrs.
Claus will be available for pictures with kids in the Downtown Gazebo.
Below are new activities we are adding this year:
Snow Slide
The snow slide will be located in Buda City Park. Come sled down the berm on snow and experience a winter tradition
that doesn't happen too often here in Texas!
Artisan Workshop
Festival goers can watch demonstrations and get a more hands-on holiday craft experience.
Reindog Parade
The Reindog Parade will kick off the second day of festivities. Dogs from all around will gather to trot down the street in
their best holiday costumes and outfits.
For a look at the schedule, or information on how to become a vendor, sponsor, or volunteer, please go to our newly launched
Budafest website at www.budafest.org.
***The former Budafest Committee offered all 2016 vendors a $40 credit for the 2017 Budafest. The City will honor the $40
credit. ***
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Trail of Lights

Coming Soon!
Are you ready for the Trail of Lights? It's just around the corner. For more information on how to become a
sponsor, please click the link below.
http://ci.buda.tx.us/403/Park-Events
Trail of Lights Schedule
Dec. 7th (Senior Night) 6-9 p.m.
Dec. 8th 6-10 p.m.
Dec. 9th 6-10 p.m.
Dec. 14 6-10 p.m.
Dec. 15 6-10 p.m.
Dec. 16 6-10 p.m.
Dec . 17 6-10 p.m.
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SENIOR CITIZEN RESOURCE WEBSITE PAGE
The City of Buda and our Task Force on Aging has created a
whole section for Senior Citizen Resources on the City's
website. It includes information on the following: activities,
assistance, government and social services, hospice,
in-home care (non-medical), medical emergency centers,
medical urgent care, pharmacies, transportation, and
wellness. We will continue to build on this site in the
future.
The Buda Task Force on Aging helped launch the new
website page. Our mission is to enhance the quality of life
Buda’s senior residents through planning, coordinating, and
monitoring the availability of services and information.
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There is a link for the Senior Citizen Resources at the bottom of the home page on the City of Buda website
(www.ci.buda.tx.us). You can also find it in the revolving box on the home page next to City news and under the "I
Want To" option at the top of the website page. You can also simply type Senior Citizen Resources in the search box
and it should pop up as the first option. We've included a link to the page below.
Click here: http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/SeniorCitizenResources

NEW SENIOR TRANSPORTATION VAN
The City of Buda is getting a new senior transportation
van. We expect to have the new vehicle in late January of
2018.

In case you didn’t know, the City offers a Senior
Transportation Program.
To schedule a ride or obtain additional information,
contact the City of Buda at 512-312-0084.
Below is a description of what the program offers.
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Transportation for independent ambulatory seniors
Service from rider’s curbside to their destination
FREE for seniors (persons 60 years or older residing within Buda city limits)
Service area includes Buda, Kyle, and San Marcos
Destinations include grocery store, bank, hair salon, etc.
Non-emergency/routine medical appointments also included
Services provided Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to noon

BUDA PUBLIC LIBRARY EARNS ‘FAMILY PLACE LIBRARY’
CERTIFICATION
The Buda Public Library was recently certified as a
Family Place Library™. The program focuses on
expanding children’s services, while providing resources
to parents on how to nurture their child’s development.
As a newly certified Family Place Library, Children’s
Librarian Martha Sanders sees a big opportunity.
“There is this window of opportunity, from birth to age
three, when a child’s brain development is explosive,”
says Sanders. “In fact, a three year old’s brain is about
80% of the volume of an adult’s brain and has up to
twice as many synapses.
said Sanders.

“There is this window of opportunity, from birth to age three, when a child’s
brain development is explosive, Martha Sanders, Buda Children’s Librarian
The Family Place Library program is geared towards infants to three-years-old.
A key element of the program is parent involvement.
“We’re required to offer at least two parent child workshops every year. We’ve brought parents, their
children and resource professionals together for a five week series. We’re required to continue to grow
our parent collection and to continue to update our toys.”
As part of the program, the library was also required to provide a play area.
“It’s very important to a child’s social development, their development in vocabulary, and their
development in large motor skill. The toys lend themselves to child development.”
The play space also serves as a platform for parents to connect with other parents.
“It just gives parents an opportunity to socialize with other parents. It gives them an opportunity to get out
of the house and come let their children play with some fresh toys and interact with other children.”
The Buda Public Library was awarded a state grant to take part in the program. Library staff also attended a
Family Place Libraries Training Institute in Centereach, New York.
“It is a joy to work for a city and for a director that is open to new ideas and looks forward to a future
where we’re providing resources, materials and services that will reach the needs of our community,” said
Sanders.
For more information on the Family Place Program you can go to www.budalibrary.org/257/Family-Place-Library
This project is made possible by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to the Texas State
Library and Archives Commission under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act. (2016)
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SEWER RATES AVERAGING
The City of Buda conducts its annual sewer rates
averaging during November through February. The
months used for averaging are the lowest water
consumption months of the year. The three lowest
months are averaged to get the sewer rates that
customers are charged for the following 12 months.

If you have any water leaks, like leaky faucets or running
toilets, this is the time to make repairs. Making those
repairs will help you avoid having a high usage month
during the averaging period.
It will also help keep sewer costs down.
New rates on bills will be seen on the bill that is due
April 10, 2018

BUDA CITY COUNCIL APPROVES FIRST BOND ISSUANCE
FOR NEW WATER SOURCE PROJECT
The Buda City Council approved the first of three bond issuances on a long-term plan to bring additional
groundwater supplies to Buda. The Alliance Regional Water Authority, formerly the Hays Caldwell Public Utility
Agency, has been working on the project for several years.
Groundwater will be pumped via a pipeline from the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer east of Lockhart in Caldwell County. It
will bring an additional 13 million gallons of water per day to the region. The total cost of the project is $213.4
million, with completion of the project scheduled for 2023.
Buda, San Marcos, Kyle, and the Canyon Regional Water Authority, all of which are Alliance Regional Water
Authority members, will share in the total cost.
The first bond issuance of $1.63 million is for the first phase of the project known as Phase 1B.
Since the Carrizo-Wilcox groundwater will be not be available until 2023, Buda entered into an interim water
sharing agreement with Kyle and San Marcos last year through the Alliance Regional Water Authority. The City
receives an additional 1 million gallons per day (MGD) through the agreement. This additional supply will assist
Buda in meeting short term water needs until Phase 1B of the Carrizo-Wilcox project is complete and on-line in
2023
“The City of Buda has worked diligently in finding solutions to a plentiful water source,” said Buda City Manager
Kenneth Williams. “Our goal is to be a good neighbor and collaborate to find adequate water sources while being
environmentally friendly in increasing efforts toward conservation.”

10

Below is a breakdown of Buda’s share of the cost.

TWDB (Texas Water Development Board) SWIFT (State Water Implementation Fund of Texas

CITY OF BUDA HIRES NEW PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR
The City of Buda hired Greg Olmer as our new Parks and
Recreation Director. He started in October. Olmer comes to
Buda with 15 years of Parks and Recreation experience.
Prior to accepting the position in Buda, Olmer served as the
Superintendent of Recreation for the City of Wichita, Kansas. In
that position he was responsible for directing and overseeing all
activities assigned to the Recreation Department. He also
managed Wichita’s Recreation Division, which included various
recreation centers, swimming pools, and offered over 2000
programs.
“As the new Park and Recreation Director, I want to continue to enhance and expand opportunities that contribute
to quality of life and the high standards held by the City of Buda,” said Olmer. “I would also like to expand the scope
of services provided to include more recreational programming. In order to achieve this, it will require establishing
partnerships with other civic minded organizations that have similar goals and aspirations. I look forward to
meeting with the council members, local civic leaders, stakeholders and the public to help the City fulfill its long
range master plans and short term goals.”
New Parks Director Cont. on Page 12
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CITY OF BUDA HIRES NEW PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR
This isn’t Olmer’s first stint in Texas. He worked for the City of Georgetown as Recreation Supervisor
for nine years before heading to Kansas.
“The City of Buda is a wonderful community that supports and appreciates the benefits of parks,”
said Olmer. “The recent bond election is a prime example of the value placed in parks to not only
conserve open space but to also develop future park land that will attract new families to the area. As
a father of three, I was thrilled to see the robust system of current parks and amenities and the plan
for future parks. As a former resident of the City of Georgetown, Texas, I also appreciate the similar
small town atmosphere and the plan for future growth being in place. “
Olmer holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Community Health and Physical Education from the
University of Nebraska, and a Certified Park and Recreation Professional (CPRP) Certification from the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).

BUDA BULLETIN VIDEO SEGEMENT

We recently started putting together a Buda Bulletin video segment. It is a weekly segment
showcasing the latest City news, events, etc. We post the video on our Facebook and Twitter
pages. You will also find it on the City’s YouTube Page. If you click on the YouTube link below, it will
take you straight to the City ‘s channel.
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FOLLOW US ON OUR VARIOUS SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS AND WEBSITES

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the
story here.”

Inside Story Headline
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BUDA ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER RECEIVES TOP HONOR
FROM AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION
Assistant City Manager Chance Sparks was
recently recognized with the prestigious
Texas Chapter President’s Award from the
American Planning Association (APA). The
award is presented to a planner based on
outstanding service to the planning
profession.
The Chapter President’s Award is decided
solely by the Chapter President. Over the last
two years, the Texas Chapter President has
placed particular emphasis on advocating for
good planning. Sparks was instrumental in
that effort as it pertains to the Texas
Legislature.

(L-R) Craig Farmer, Planning & Development Director,
Weatherford, TX, Kim Mickelson, Former APA Texas Chapter
President, Chance Sparks, Assistant City Manager, Buda, TX

“Chance was right there during the special
session, looking out for planning and municipal interests. He made an impression on legislators and
helped prevent bad bills from being passed. We know his experience will help us be better prepared
for the next legislative session,” said Kim Mickelson, Former APA Texas Chapter President.
Sparks, who has been with the City of Buda for seven years, was promoted to Assistant City Manager
in December of 2016. Prior to his current role, he served as Planning Director.
“This award is really about the efforts of several people throughout the state that actively seek to put
the planning profession’s best foot forward in telling the story of why planning matters in Texas,” said
Sparks. “Whether it be in the form of Legislative outreach in partnership with Texas Municipal
League, as is the case of Craig Farmer and me, or it be other professional planners throughout the
state reaching out to the public to explain why planning is important in shaping their respective
communities, it is critically important for citizens and public officials to understand and learn how
effective city planning enriches the lives of the public and makes great communities happen.”
Read more in the press release: http://bit.ly/2zqcsCs
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CITY OF BUDA FINANCE DIRECTOR COMPLETES NEW AND EMERGING
FINANCE DIRECTOR PROGRAM
June Ellis, City of Buda Finance Director, recently
completed the New and Emerging Finance Director
program through the North Central Texas Council of
Governments (NCTCOG). The year-long program
focuses on training and developing current and future
leaders in the public finance industry.
“The experience that I had from this program was
exceptional,” said Ellis. “I was able to gather useful
information in many areas of finance while attending
and participating in the various class discussions.”

June Ellis, Finance Director (pictured left)

Ellis was one of only 20 individuals chosen to participate in the program. Individuals attended up to ten
sessions to learn about various aspects of the industry and take deep dives into critical issues of their
jobs and responsibilities as public finance officials.

“It was truly an honor to be selected as one of the 20 finance professionals invited to the program from
around the state, and the only participant from Central Texas.”

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO CITY MANAGER COMPLETES TEXAS
MUNICIPAL CLERKS CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
Congratulations to Isabel Fernandez, Executive Assistant to Buda City Manager Kenneth Williams, for
completing the Texas Municipal Clerks Certification program. “When I started working for the City of Buda, it
was my first time working in municipal government,” said Fernandez. “I felt that I needed to learn more
about the rules and regulations associated with City government.”
The certification required a year-and-a-half of multiple exams and assignments. While the certification gives
Fernandez the basic requirements to be a City Secretary, her reason for pursuing the certification was more
for training purposes.
“The typical classes I found for executive assistants were geared more towards the private sector. I realized
that the Texas Municipal Clerks Certification program would give me the training I needed to support City
Manager Kenneth Williams.”
Fernandez will receive formal recognition of the accomplishment at the next Annual Texas Municipal Clerks
Election Law Seminar to be held in Frisco in January 2018.
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BUDA BACK IN THE DAY
Check out the latest installment of Buda Back in the Day. This time around we profiled the Buda Mill & Grain Co. It's
become a busy place in Buda thanks to its revitalization. The Buda Mill and Grain has a rich history.
Click on the Buda Back in the Day picture below to watch the latest segment.

CITY OF BUDA EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT VIDEO SPOTLIGHT
We have so many talented and hard-working people who work for the City of Buda. You have probably seen some of
our staff out in the field, at various meetings, or at City events. We started this video segment to showcase our
employees and to give you more insight into what they do on a daily basis.

Employee Spotlight — John Nett — City Engineer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cs0u5EN867o
Employee Spotlight — Mike Lane - Public Works Department
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyTlyqtVARU&t=14s
Employee Spotlight — Utilities/Municipal Court — Sondre Crabtrey, Lori Comstock, Missy Keen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LCnVsh6qDo&t=80s
Employee Spotlight — Bobby Waltman — Public Works
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtij6UM2GXg
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TAVERN ON MAIN WINS DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
AWARD
Congratulations to Tavern on Main! They won Downtown Business of the Year at the Texas Downtown
Association President Awards!
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