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Municipal Complex Update: The Public Safety building is expected to open at the end of November. The interior walls are up
and work continues on the inside of the building. Interior walls are up on the administration side of the new City Hall building. The
interior framing is in place on the library portion.

Municipal Complex Video: Municipal Complex Update Video - Oct. 3, 2017
Municipal Complex Photo Album: http://bit.ly/2yqkkEj
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CAPCOG launches Text to 9-1-1 region wide
“Call if You Can, Text if You Can’t.”

AUSTIN, TEXAS – The Capital Area Council of Governments has deployed Text to 9-1-1 service
region wide after successfully testing that the region’s 31 public safety answering points (PSAPs),
or 9-1-1 call centers, can reliably receive and respond to SMS text messages. The service is now
activated on the four major cellphone service providers —Verizon Wireless, AT&T Mobility,
Sprint, and T-Mobile — in Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis and
Williamson counties.
“Text to 9-1-1 is a great addition to emergency response; however, the service has several
limitations so residents should familiarize themselves with them before texting 9-1-1 and most
importantly remember to ‘Call if you can, text if you can’t,’” said Gregg Obuch, CAPCOG’s
Emergency Communications director. A full Q&A about text to 9-1-1 is available at capcog.org/
text911.
Text to 9-1-1 is the ability to send a cellphone text message to a local 9-1-1 call center. It is
especially beneficial to those who are hard of hearing, deaf, or speech-impaired, but residents
should only text 9-1-1 when calling 9-1-1 is unsafe or not possible.
Examples of when texting 9-1-1 would be beneficial include:





The caller cannot speak due to a threat, illness or medical condition
The caller has poor reception and can only send text messages

Phone lines and cellphone towers are overwhelmed and only texts can get through
Cellphone service providers only offer text messaging as a “best effort service” meaning providers do not guarantee a message will
be delivered, said Obuch, who noted that text messages also can take longer to receive or can be delivered out of order. The only
way to know a text reached a 9-1-1 call center is when the center texts back. If the sender thinks a text was not received, he or she
should call 9-1-1. Call centers also don’t automatically receive a cellphone user’s location information when texting 9-1-1.
Text to 9-1-1 only is available in English. However, 9-1-1 voice calls can be processed in multiple languages, because all CAPCOG 91-1 call centers provide emergency interpretive services. Text to 9-1-1 does not work if the sender texts using group messages,
emojis, pictures or videos. Apps that text other app users (such as WhatsApp) or texting via social media (such as Facebook
Messenger) do not support Text to 9-1-1.
Here are a few additional things to remember about how to text to 9-1-1:










Call if you can, text if you can’t.
Enter the numbers “911” in the “To” field.
The first text message should be brief and contain the location of the emergency and type of help needed.

Push the send button.
Be prepared to answer questions and follow instructions from the 9-1-1 call taker.
Text in English and in simple words – do not use abbreviations.
Keep text messages brief and concise.
Once you have initiated a Text to 9-1-1 conversation, do not turn off your phone until the dispatcher tells you it is ok to do
so.
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CAPCOG also developed two video public service announcements which can be viewed at capcog.org/text911. They also were
distributed to local jurisdictions to share with residents.

We've included a Public Service Announcement Video of the Text to 9-1-1 Service: Text to 9-1-1 Public Service Announcement
Video
The Capital Area Council of Governments, governed by elected officials from the ten-county region it serves, has worked for more
than 47 years as an advocate, planner and coordinator on important regional issues. Programs and services related to public safety
and emergency response, environmental planning, economic and community development and the elderly are delivered at a
regional level to leverage funding, maximize cooperation and eliminate duplication. CAPCOG serves Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet,
Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis and Williamson counties.

Buda Public Library Pop Up Makerspace Expands: The Buda Public Library’s Pop Up Makerspace will get some additional
bells and whistles. Buda Public Library was awarded a $29,558 grant through the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services and
Texas State Library Commission to expand materials and hire a part-time Makerspace Clerk. Library staff submitted the grant
proposal earlier this year in partnership with the Hays CISD.
Read more here: http://bit.ly/2yrXb4s
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City of Buda Hires New Parks and Recreation Director: The City
of Buda is pleased to announce Greg Olmer as our new Parks and
Recreation Director. Olmer comes to Buda with 15 years of Parks
and Recreation experience.
Prior to accepting the position in Buda, Olmer served as the
Superintendent of Recreation for the City of Wichita, Kansas. In
that position he was responsible for directing and overseeing all
activities assigned to the Recreation Department. He also
managed Wichita’s Recreation Division, which included various
recreation centers, swimming pools, and offered over 2000
programs.
“As the new Park and Recreation Director, I want to continue to
enhance and expand opportunities that contribute to quality of
Photo Courtesy: Wichita Parks and Recreation
life and the high standards held by the City of Buda,” said
Olmer. “I would also like to expand the scope of services provided to include more recreational programming. In order
to achieve this, it will require establishing partnerships with other civic minded organizations that have similar goals
and aspirations. I look forward to meeting with the Council Members, local civic leaders, stakeholders and the public to
help the City fulfill its long range master plans and short term goals.”
This isn’t Olmer’s first stint in Texas. He worked for the City of Georgetown as Recreation Supervisor for nine years
before heading to Kansas.
“The City of Buda is a wonderful community that supports and appreciates the benefits of parks,” said Olmer. “The
recent bond election is a prime example of the value placed in parks to not only conserve open space but to also
develop future park land that will attract new families to the area. As a father of three, I was thrilled to see the robust
system of current parks and amenities and the plan for future parks. As a former resident of the City of Georgetown,
TX I also appreciate the similar small town atmosphere and the plan for future growth being in place. “
Olmer holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Community Health and Physical Education from the University of
Nebraska, and a Certified Park and Recreation Professional (CPRP) Certification from the National Recreation and Park
Association (NRPA).
National Night Out — Oct. 3, 2017: We enjoyed meeting with everyone at the various National Night Out parties
across the City! It was great meeting face to face and answering your questions.
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New City of Buda Holiday Event will Keep Budafest Name
Last month, it was announced that the City of Buda was gearing up for a new holiday festival that would replace the
annual Budafest celebration. In the spirit of this time-honored tradition, we are proud to announce that the name
Budafest will be talked about for many more years to come.
“The Budafest celebration has been a part of our community going on thirty-eight years. It’s important that we honor
the legacy that the previous Budafest Committee has worked so hard to build over the years,” said Tourism Director
Lysa Gonzalez.
The Budafest celebration will include the Brilliant Lights Parade and Downtown Lighting. This lighted, nighttime
parade goes directly through the heart of Downtown Buda. Watch as community organizations ride in their decorated
floats that bring out the spirit of the holidays. The parade ends with a lighting ceremony where Santa Claus will count
down with parade goers to “turn on” downtown and kick-off the beginning of the holidays in Buda, Texas.
Other Budafest activities include entertainment, food, carnival, and artisan vendors selling handcrafted items. Santa
and Mrs. Claus will be available for pictures with kids in the Downtown Gazebo.
Below are new activities we are adding this year:





Snow Slide New this year, is our snow area with built-in snow slide. The snow slide will be located in Buda City
Park. Come sled down the berm on snow and experience a winter tradition that doesn't happen too often here in
Texas!
Artisan Workshop Festival goers can watch demonstrations and get a more hands-on holiday craft experience.
More details to come.
Reindog Parade The Reindog Parade will kick-off the second day of festivities. Dogs from all around will gather to
trot down the street in their best holiday costumes and outfits.
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For information on how to become a vendor, sponsor, or volunteer please go to our newly launched Budafest
website at www.budafest.org.
***The former Budafest Committee offered all 2016 vendors a $40 credit for the 2017 Budafest. The City will honor
the $40 credit. The deadline to be a vendor is Nov. 17, 2017. ***
TENTATIVE EVENT SCHEDULE (The event times may be subject to change)
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
4:00 PM - 10:00 PM: Carnival in Buda City Park
________________________________________
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
4:00 PM - 10:00 PM: Carnival in Buda City Park
________________________________________
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
12:00 PM: Festival and carnival grounds open to the public
12:00 PM - 6:30 PM: The following activities are open for the duration of the festival: craft and food vendors, kid's
activities area and Santa's Artisan Workshop
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Snow slide in Buda City Park
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM - Lighted holiday parade with downtown lighting ceremony
8:00 PM - Festival grounds close to the public
12:00 PM - 10:00 PM: Carnival in Buda City Park
10:00 PM: Carnival grounds close to the public
________________________________________
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
12:00 PM: Festival and carnival grounds open to the public
12:00 PM: Reindog parade
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM: The following activities are open for the duration of the festival: craft and food vendors, kid's
activities area and Santa's Artisan Workshop
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Snow slide in Buda City Park
5:00 PM - Festival grounds close to the public
12:00 PM - 10:00 PM: Carnival in Buda City Park
10:00 PM: Carnival grounds close to the public
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City of Buda Launches ‘Senior Citizen Resources’ Website Page: The

City of Buda and our Task Force on Aging has created a whole
section for Senior Citizen Resources on the City's website. It
includes information on the following: Activities, Assistance,
Government and Social Services, Hospice, In-Home Care (NonMedical), Medical Emergency Centers, Medical Urgent Care,
Pharmacies, Transportation, and Wellness. We will continue to
build on this site in the future. The Buda Task Force on Aging
helped launch the new website page. Our mission is to enhance
the quality of life of Buda’s senior residents through planning,
coordinating, and monitoring the availability of services and
information.
There is a link for the Senior Citizen Resources at the bottom of
the home page on the City of Buda website (www.ci.buda.tx.us). You can also find it in the revolving box on the home
page next to City news and under the "I Want To" option at the top of the website page. You can also simply type
Senior Citizen Resources in the search box and it should pop up as the first option. We've included a link to the page
below.
Click here: http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/SeniorCitizenResources
City of Buda Rain Barrel Program Returns: The City of Buda is once again

selling rain barrels to City of Buda water customers as part of the City’s
sustainability and conservation initiatives. Buda water customers can go
online to www.cityrainbarrelprogram.organd select City of Buda, TX
under the Current Participating Cities header. You may also type in
https://tinyurl.com/ybklzao7 to your web browser to go straight to the
City
of
Buda
page
to
purchase
a
rain
barrel.
The City of Buda will provide a rebate on your City of Buda water bill
when you install your rain barrel (limit one rebate per household).
For the rebate form and more information on the program click here:
http://bit.ly/2h4SB0Z
The ordering deadline is Oct. 15, 2017
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Booda Halloween: Booda Halloween is just around the corner. It's happening on October 28th in Downtown Buda! Enjoy these
great benefits by becoming a sponsor today. Deadline to apply is October 13th. Apply here: http://bit.ly/2fahtnK

