Upcoming Events
City of Buda
Quarterly Community Newsletter

Spring Fling at Buda Public Library
April 8th, 1 pm — 4 pm

April 2017
Volume 2, Issue 1

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
April 15th , 9 am — 11:30 am
Buda Sportsplex
Texas Main Street Dedication Ceremony
April 18th, 10 am
Main Street (In between Elm St. & Ash
St.)
Buda Lions Club Wiener Dog Races
April 29th & 30th, (All Day, Both Days)
City Park
Día at the Buda Public Library
May 6th, 2:00 pm
Movies in the Park
Every Friday in June, 9 pm
City Park
Buda Public Library Kick-Off Parties
Summer Kick-Off Party @ City Park
June 1st, 5 pm
Teen Kick-Off Party @ Buda Public
Library
June 2nd, 5 pm
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Texas First Lady Cecilia Abbott to Welcome Buda as Newest Texas Main Street
Community
Texas First Lady Cecilia Abbott will officially welcome the City of Buda into the Texas
Main Street Program during a dedication ceremony at 10:00 a.m. on April 18, 2017.
Buda became a Texas Main Street city on January 1, 2017 and is proud to be one of
89 cities statewide with the prestigious designation from the Texas Historical
Commission.











The Texas Main Street Program is a revitalization program for historic downtown and 
neighborhood commercial districts.

“Our designation into this program means that we now have access to some very
valuable resources through the State of Texas. These include everything from small
business assistance, to access to grants, downtown planning, project design
assistance and more,” said Main Street Manager Maggie Gillespie.
Gillespie, who was recently hired to lead the program in Buda, is working together
with the newly seated Main Street Advisory Board.
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Texas Main Street Dedication
“The visit from the First Lady of Texas is just the beginning,” said Gillespie. “The newly
appointed Main Street Advisory Board has great leaders and they are working diligently
with the merchants, city staff and the community to lay the foundation for a program that
has proven to revitalize downtowns across the state.”
“I believe Main Street is the heart and soul of any great community. We are committed to
strengthening and growing our historic district,” said Mayor Todd Ruge. “The Texas Main
Street Program will provide the tools to make that happen. I couldn’t be more pleased to
be accepted into this prestigious program and look forward to what the future holds for
our downtown area.”
Over the years Buda has taken a number of steps to bring increased life and investment to
downtown, including the pursuit of enhancement grants for sidewalks, lighting and other
downtown beatification, improvements to underground infrastructure, the creation of the
local historic district and Historic Preservation Commission, and the establishment of the
Downtown Buda Merchants Group.

“Our designation into this program means that we now have access to some very
valuable resources through the State of Texas,” said Maggie Gillespie, Main
Street Manager.
Texas Main Street
Program
The national Main Street
revitalization effort for historic
downtowns was formed more than
35 years ago, and there has been a
statewide Texas program since
that time operating through the

“Buda is pleased and delighted that the Main Street Dedication is happening. We thank the
Texas Historical Commission and its Texas Main Street Program, and First Lady Cecilia
Abbott for this great honor being bestowed upon Buda,” said City Manager Kenneth
Williams. “We look forward to good things occurring in our downtown area that are a
direct result of the City receiving this designation.”
For 23 years, the annual First Lady’s Main Street Tour has been sponsored by the
Independent Bankers Association of Texas. The association is the largest state community
banking organization in the country.

Texas Historical Commission. The
Texas Main Street Program (TMSP)

Buda’s selection for the Texas Main Street Program was based on the following:

is one of the oldest and largest in
the nation, with 89 fully designated
communities. The program was
brought to Texas by Anice Read, a
former member of the Texas
Historical Commission, who also

Historic commercial fabric and historic identity
Community and private sector support and organizations capacity
Public sector support and financial capacity
Physical capacity
Demonstrated need

served as first director of the state
Main Street effort in 1981. (Texas
Historical Commission Website)
For more information on the Texas
Main Street Program click below:
http://www.thc.texas.gov/
preserve/projects-and-programs/
texas-main-street
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The Main Street Dedication Ceremony is scheduled for April 18, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
Parking will be available at the City Hall Parking lot at 121 S. Main Street.
Main Street Dedication Ceremony
Tuesday, April 18, 2017
10:00 a.m.
Main Street (In between Elm St. & Ash St.)

Main Street Manager
In January the City of Buda hired Maggie Gillespie as Main Street Manager. Gillespie comes
to us from the City of San Marcos where she served as their Main Street Program
Coordinator. Now that Buda is an official “Texas Main Street” city, Gillespie will lead the
City’s efforts in the preservation and revitalization of historic downtown Buda.
“Old Town Buda has so much charm and I get to tell the world about it. The best part is
knowing that everyone that is involved has the same passion for downtown and small
businesses as I do,” said Gillespie.
“Together with the Main Street Advisory Board, Ms. Gillespie will help us build a framework
to positively influence and impact the economic health and preservation of historic
downtown Buda based in the Main Street Program’s Four Point Approach to organization,
promotion, design and economic vitality,” said Assistant City Manager and City Planner
Chance Sparks. “Her passion, interest and enthusiasm for assisting downtowns in
revitalization will help focus energy and efforts to continue to make downtown Buda the
economic, social and cultural center of the community.”

Maggie Gillespie
Main Street Manager

Gillespie got her start as an Office Administrator with the Kyle Area Chamber of Commerce
and has held positions with Hays Consolidated Independent School District and Texas State
University.
“Our historic downtown is something to appreciate and I hope to bring a new audience and
appreciation for Historic Old Town Buda,” said Gillespie. “This is an important step in Buda's
history and I am excited to be a part of it. “
Gillespie holds a Bachelor of Science in Family and Consumer Sciences from Texas State
University.
Main Street in the 1930s
Photo: Courtesy of Barton
Publications/Hays Free Press

This is the old Farmer’s National
Bank on Main. It is now Buda
Mercantile.
Photo: Courtesy of Barton
Publications/Hays Free Press

The newly seated Main Street Advisory Board held their first meeting in February.
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City Council meetings occur on
the first and third Tuesdays of the
month.
6:30 p.m.
Council Chambers
City Hall
121 S. Main St.
Buda, TX
Agendas are posted on the web
page and at City Hall 72 hours
prior to the meeting. Minutes are
posted on the webpage after they
are approved.
Meeting times are subject to
change. Please check the agenda
before each meeting.

Buda City Council Votes to Put
Fluoridation on November Ballot
In a 5-2 vote during the February 7, 2017 City Council meeting, the Buda City
Council decided to put the issue of whether or not to fluoridate the City’s
water supply to a vote on November 7, 2017.
Fluoridation of the water will not take place until the outcome of November’s
vote.
The surface water portion of Buda’s water supply had been continuously
fluoridated since the City became a GBRA (Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority)
customer in 2002 up until November 2015 when the GBRA stopped
fluoridating this supply source at the San Marcos treatment plant.
Agenda and Minutes Archives:
http://bit.ly/2mIdCiB
View Council, Board, and Commission Meetings:
http://bit.ly/2mMGpU0

Longtime Resident Tommy Poer Recognized
The City of Buda recognized longtime Buda resident Tommy Poer during a public reception on Feb. 7, 2017. Ms. Poer
lived in Buda for close to 60 years. During her time here she served on City Council, the Historic Preservation
Commission, the Buda Bond Advisory Committee, the Buda Economic Development Corporation Board and numerous
other boards and committees.
Ms. Poer was a fixture at our City Council meetings. A self-described “busybody”, she has never been afraid to voice her
opinion and she has been an important asset to the City. Ms. Poer recently moved to an assisted living facility in the
area. We will miss seeing her around town, but her legacy and service to the City of Buda will never be forgotten.
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BUDA LEGISLATIVE DAY AT THE CAPITOL
The City of Buda, Buda Economic Development Corporation, and the Buda Area Chamber of Commerce all took part in “Buda
Legislative Day” at the Capitol on March 8, 2017. It was an opportunity for City leaders to meet with lawmakers to discuss
upcoming legislation that could impact our community .
Below is a set of specific issues the City and its legislative advocates intend to pursue.
1.
2.

Seek Introduction and Passage of Legislation/Rulemaking to Support Implementation of Aquifer Storage & Recovery
Seek Introduction and Passage of Legislation to Support City Use of Hotel Occupancy Tax for Improvements to
Sporting & Events Facilities
3. Support Legislation of Safe Neighborhoods (Lowering Statewide Prima Facie Speed Limit to 25 mph)
4. Support Legislation to Address Failure to Identify (Penal Code 38.02)
5. Oppose Legislation or State Budget Decisions That Would Create Unfunded Mandates or Divert Municipal Revenues
and Support Measures That Preserve Local Control Over the Issuance of Debt to Meet Local Needs
6. Oppose Legislation that Further Artificially Caps Appraisal Values or Revenues Statewide; and Support Legislation
that Ensures that Properties are Appraised at True Market Value
7. Oppose Legislation Resulting in Eminent Domain Restrictions for Cities
8. Oppose Legislation Resulting in Erosion of Municipal Annexation Authority or Local Control
9. Oppose Legislation Resulting in Erosion of Qualification-Based Selection of Designers
10. Oppose Legislation to Restrict Municipal Lobbying
11. Oppose Legislation or Rulemaking that Erodes Municipal Authority to Manage Infrastructure and Issues Affecting
Right of Way (ROW), and Support Legislation or Rulemaking that Supports Municipal Authority to Manage
Infrastructure and Issues Affecting ROW

Click on the link for a more detailed look at the City of Buda 2017 Legislative Agenda: http://bit.ly/2mfQFaA

From left: Chance Sparks, Assistant City Manager/Planning
Director, Rep. Jason Isaac, District 45, Todd Ruge, Mayor,
and Kenneth Williams, City Manager

City of Buda Staff, Buda Economic Development Corporation
Staff, and Buda Area Chamber of Commerce Staff at the
Capitol.

Buda Legislative Day Facebook Photo Album: http://bit.ly/2m7D2ad
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Municipal Site Work

Municipal Site Live Camera
Work on the Municipal Site is
moving full steam ahead and now
you can keep tabs on construction.
We now have a live camera on the
site which is operating 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The Municipal
Complex will include a new City Hall
and Library building, along with a
new Public Safety Building. Click on
the link below to check it out.

Live Camera box, with a link to the
camera.

Live Camera Link
http://bit.ly/2n6P2so
You can find the link to the live
camera on our home page in two
places. You will see it in the
revolving box next to City News. You
will also find it at the bottom right of
our homepage (www.ci.buda.tx.us).
There you will see a Municipal Site

Live Camera Snapshot of Municipal Site

Updated Bond Proposition Page
We’ve updated the bond proposition page on our website. It includes an
overview of the propositions, pictures, the Municipal Site live camera, and
the bond blog.
Link to Bond Proposition Page: http://bit.ly/2mm5KIm

Municipal Building
South Entry

Municipal Building
Lobby Area
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Investing in Buda:
How Bond Projects Impact the Local Economy
The future site of the Municipal Complex on the corner of
Main and E. Loop Street is filled with construction
equipment and workers. From this point on, things are
going to get even busier when it comes to our bond
projects.
It’s been a little over two years since Buda citizens
approved the November 2014 bond. If you weren’t living
here at the time of the election, we’ll give you a little
refresher on what exactly was approved. The bond is
comprised of five propositions that address facilities,
streets, drainage, and parks and trails. The construction
you’re seeing on Main Street is the future Municipal
Complex. It includes a new City Hall and Library in one
building and a new Public Safety Building which will house
the Buda Police Department. The Public Safety Building is
expected to be finished by October of this year. The
Municipal Building should be completed by April of 2018.

will like what they see here in Buda and come back to visit
on their own time. In the end, it’s a win-win situation for
our City.
When the bond projects are finished you will have a
greatly improved infrastructure. The City’s streets,
drainage, parks and trails, and facilities will help improve
the quality of life in the town you call home. Buda is
already a wonderful town to live in and these projects will
only make it better!
You can find this post in our Buda Bond Blog. It includes
the latest information on our bond projects. You can find
it on the homepage of our website.
Bond Blog: http://bit.ly/2k7voKS

Before the end of the year work will begin on some of the
street improvement and drainage projects. That means
you’re going to see even more work happening. With all of
the activity in the coming months, you will deal with some
inconveniences, like detours or road closures. While these
growing pains may cause a few headaches, remember that
bond projects like this have a positive effect on our local
economy.

Projects funded by municipal bonds often have a positive
impact by creating jobs and improving the quality of life. A
number of local businesses are working with us on the
bond projects, including: Davey Plumbing Company, Buda
Woodworks, Merval Construction Company, and
Construction Metal Products. Using local businesses helps
pour money back into our economy.
The City’s general contractor, JE Dunn, will be on the
municipal site throughout the duration of the project. On
any given day you will find at least 20 construction workers
on site. These same workers are purchasing meals, buying
fuel, and shopping in Buda. In turn, they are supporting
local businesses. As additional bond projects begin, more
workers will come to town. The hope is that some of them
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Tree Relocation on Municipal Site
It took three days and a lot of
manpower to move a 53” diameter
live oak tree located on the
Municipal Site. The tree was
relocated to the southeast corner of
the property in January. The tree
was moved to make room for the
Municipal Complex.
Below are all the Facebook photo
albums and YouTube videos put
together during the move.
Photo Albums
Tree Relocation - Feb. 1, 2017
Tree Relocation - Jan. 31, 2017
Tree Relocation - Jan. 31, 2017
Tree Relocation - Jan. 30, 2017
Videos
Full Time-lapse of Tree Move - Feb.
1, 2017
Tree Relocation Full Video From Feb.
1, 2017
Tree Relocation Time-lapse - Jan. 31,
2017
Tree Relocation Full Video - Jan. 31,
2017
Tree Relocation Video - Jan. 30, 2017

In February of 2016 City Council
members voiced their opposition to
any transportation plan that would
have an impact on the historic trees
along Main Street.

At the recommendation of the
Historic Preservation Commission,
the City Council made the decision
to preserve and relocate the
heritage tree within the site.
The City of Buda Unified
Development Code establishes that
protected tree species greater than
20” in diameter are classified as
heritage trees and are therefore
afforded special consideration and
protection under the code. The tree
is approximately 260+ years old.
The City of Buda has an established
record of protecting large trees and
heritage trees when it comes to
other public projects.

JE Dunn, the City’s General
contractor, oversaw and supervised
the preparation and care of the
heritage tree during the excavating
and pre-move activities.

City of Buda Accepting Human Services Grant Requests
The City of Buda is now accepting Human
Services grant requests. The deadline to
apply is June 2, 2017.
Human Services Grant Application:
http://bit.ly/2leqktV
The City of Buda accepts grant requests
for projects or programs that:
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•Are likely to have an impact on
the quality of life of a significant
number of people in the Buda
community.
•Address issues or problems that
the City of Buda as a
governmental agency does not
currently address.
•Propose practical ways to
address community issues and
problems
•Stimulate others to participate
in addressing community
problems

•Are cooperative efforts and
minimize or eliminate duplication
of services
•Are sustainable over time
The City of Buda grants funds for projects
and programs that address community
needs in the following areas: arts and
culture, education and training,
community development/community
service, environment, health, human
services, recreation and animal-related
services. The City of Buda accepts grant
requests only from organizations that are
tax-exempt (or have applied for taxexempt status) under Sections 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code.
If you have any questions, please contact
the City Secretary at 512-312-0084 or
email at aramirez@ci.buda.tx.us.

New Waste Disposal Options
from Texas Disposal Systems

Storm water Tips

Texas Disposal Systems is pleased to provide all
trash, recycle and green waste services within
your community. Below are the service days for
the City of Buda.
TRASH: Wednesdays (remains the same)
RECYCLE: Wednesdays Every Other Week (remains the same)
NEW! GREEN WASTE: Mondays Every Other Week - Beginning February 20th
Please have your carts at the curb by 7am on your pick up day and leave out to be
serviced until 7pm.
PICK UP LIMITS & ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Keep grass clippings and other yard
waste out of street gutters and storm
drains. Drains blocked by excessive
debris could cause flooding. Compost
or mulch instead.

Trash pick up is limited to your cart only.
NEW! Recycle pick up is limited to your cart plus one bundle of cardboard
(flattened and tied stack of 10).

NEW! Green waste pick up is limited to 10 paper lawn bags and/or bundles of
brush. Plastic bags or any bags containing trash will not be picked up.
NEW! Residents receive one free bulky or large brush pickup per quarter. Please
schedule by contacting Customer Care at 800-375-8375
or customercare@texasdisposal.com. Bulky pick up is limited to 3 cubic yards of
material. Bundles must be no longer than 4 feet and weigh no more than 40
pounds.
We also offer a 10% Senior Discount on sanitation. Residents age 65 and older must
supply the Utility Dept. with a copy of their current State issued ID in order to
qualify for this discount.

Check to ensure your car is not
leaking oil or other fluids. Rain
washes fluids off driveways where it
travels into storm drains. It takes
only a small amount of motor oil to
pollute thousands of gallons of water
in a stream or river. If you do your oil
changes at home, please dispose of
fluids properly.

2017 Recycle Calendar
Recycle Calendar
Recycle Calendar Explainer
What Items Are Recyclable
Rates
Rates
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Stage 1 Drought Restrictions Lifted
The City of Buda has lifted Stage 1 Drought Restrictions. The City had enacted
Stage 1 at the end of 2015 through 2016 to reduce demand on the water
distribution system during the completion of the Interim Water
Improvements project and the construction of Well No. 5 at the Garlic Creek
pump station. Both projects are now complete and in operation allowing
Stage 1 restrictions to be lifted. Although Stage 1 Drought Restrictions are
lifted, there is a water conservation ordinance in place year-round.
While you can water any day of the week, irrigation with hose-end sprinklers
and automatic sprinkler systems is prohibited between the hours of 10:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Irrigation with hand-held bucket, hand-held hose, soaker
hose and drip irrigation systems is allowed on any day and at any time.
Irrigation of golf course, athletic fields and commercial nurseries with
sprinklers is prohibited between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Water Conservation Ordinance: http://bit.ly/2kSELlC
Water Conservation and Meter Billing Information: http://bit.ly/2ldJ0ZG

Notify Me/Emergency Alerts
Did you know that the City of Buda website has a
Notify Me feature? It allows you to sign up for email
and text notifications for specific information such as:
EMERGENCY ALERTS, press releases, City news, City
Council agendas, bond updates, emergency alerts,
etc. You can find the notify me button on the
homepage of our website at www.ci.buda.tx.us .
All you have to do is enter your email and/or phone
number and select the categories you wish to receive
information on. Also, you can register for warning
alerts from the Capital Area Council of Governments
(CAPCOG). They will send a text, email, and even call
with a recorded message of the specific alert.
We’ve included the link for you below:
http://bit.ly/2nObiso
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CAPCOG (Capital Area Council of Governments) Tests Text to 9-1-1
“Call if You Can, Text if You Can’t”
Central Texas 9-1-1 call centers will start testing Text to 9-1-1
emergency communications systems in Hays, Travis and
Williamson counties in March. The Capital Area Council of
Governments (CAPCOG) anticipates Text to 9-1-1 to be
available across the ten-county region by late May. As tests
continue, it is important for residents to avoid texting 9-1-1 as
messages may or may not connect to a 9-1-1 call taker. If a
resident has an emergency, they should call 9-1-1.
Text to 9-1-1 is the ability to send a text message from a
cellphone to a local 9-1-1 call center. CAPCOG is conducting
Text to 9-1-1 system tests in three phases with individual cell
phone carriers. Hays, Travis and Williamson counties will be in
the first phase, with the San Marcos Police Department
beginning the testing. Next, Lee, Bastrop, Caldwell and Fayette
counties will test their systems, and Burnet, Blanco and Llano
counties will follow. To limit confusion about who can use Text
to 9-1-1, CAPCOG will notify the public once the four major
cellphone carriers— Verizon Wireless, AT&T Mobility, Sprint,
and T-Mobile — activate the service region wide.

Text to 9-1-1 will only be available in English. However, 9-1-1
voice calls can be processed in multiple languages because all
CAPCOG 9-1-1 call centers provide emergency interpretive
services. Text to 9-1-1 does not work if the sender texts using
group messages, emoji's, pictures or videos. Apps that text
other app users (such as WhatsApp) or texting via social media
(such as Facebook Messenger) do not support Text to 9-1-1.

Here are some things to remember about how to Text to 9-1-1
when it becomes available:






Enter the numbers “911” in the “To” field.
The first text message should be brief and contain the
location of the emergency and type of help needed.
Push the send button.
Be prepared to answer questions and follow instructions
from the 9-1-1 call taker.
Text in English and in simple words – do not use
abbreviations.
Keep text messages brief and concise.
Once you have initiated a Text to 9-1-1 conversation, do
not turn off your phone until the dispatcher tells you it is ok
to do so.


Residents should familiarize themselves with the service before 
it becomes available. Texting 9-1-1 is only recommended when
calling 9-1-1 is unsafe or not possible. That is why the slogan is
“Call if you can, text if you can’t.” The service is especially
beneficial to those who are hard of hearing, deaf, or speechA full Q&A about the services is available at
impaired. Other examples of when Text to 9-1-1 would be
www.capcog.org/text911.
beneficial include:






The caller cannot speak due to a threat, illness or medical
condition.
The caller has poor reception and can only send out a text
message.
Phone lines and cell phone towers are overwhelmed and
only texts can get through.

Cell phone service providers only offer text messaging as a
“best effort service” meaning they cannot guarantee a message
will be or ever was delivered. Text messages also can take
longer to receive or can be delivered out of order. The only way
to know a text reached a 9-1-1 call center is when the center
texts back. If the sender thinks a text was not received, he or
she should call 9-1-1.

The information provided on this page was taken directly from
a CAPCOG Press Release.
Capital Area Council of Governments
6800 Burleson Road, Building 310, Suite 165
Austin, TX 78744-2306
(P) 512-916-6000 (F) 512-916-6001
www.capcog.org
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New Task Force to Help Meet the Needs of Aging Adults
In January the City of Buda organized a Focus
Group on Aging to discuss issues impacting older
adults and their family caregivers. This discussion
helped the city assess the state of current
programs and services and better prepare for the
future needs of an expanding population of older
adults in Buda. We also put together a survey to
help us prioritize the critical issues and needs of
our older citizens.

Did you know that the City of
Buda has a Senior Transportation
Program?
Here is what the program offers:

Focus Group on Aging

Over 100 people filled out the survey. Below is a
list of things the participants of the survey want addressed:









Provide Buda buses
Recreation center for senior citizens as well as younger generations to hang out and
socialize (play games and various activities)
Creation of a senior citizen and caregiving clearinghouse for senior information (have
the city set this in motion and volunteers can work it)
Wheelchair accessibility in old Buda businesses
Walkable routes from neighborhoods to downtown Buda
Volunteer opportunities
Taxes are causing those on a fixed income to not be able to afford to live here
More support for caregivers who keep older adults in their homes

City Council is now forming a Task Force to help meet the needs of Aging Adults and their
caregivers.
If you’re open to volunteering and want to officially serve on the Task Force, please sign up
on our Volunteer Task Force List!

Council will assign members to the Task Force at the April 4, 2017 City Council Meeting.
There are 9 open volunteer spots.
Click the link to sign up! Deadline is April 2nd.
https://goo.gl/forms/JWU2ty9sS591ftak1
When: During the City Council Meeting on April 4th
Time: 6:30 PM
Where: City Hall located on 121 Main Street, Buda, TX 78610
Contact: Kristin Williams
Contact Email: kristin@ci.buda.tx.us
Open Volunteer Spots: 9

Transportation for independent
ambulatory seniors
Service from rider’s curbside to
their destination
FREE for seniors (persons 60
years or older residing within
Buda city limits)
Service area includes Buda, Kyle,
and San Marcos
Destinations include grocery
store, bank, hair salon, etc.
Non-emergency/routine medical
appointments also included
Services provided MONDAY,
WEDNESDAY, and FRIDAY from
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Reservations can be made 30
days in advance, with a
MINIMUM of 2 business days’
notice.
To schedule a ride or obtain
additional information, contact
the City of Buda at 512-3120084.

The task force is the next step in meeting the needs of our aging adults and their caregivers. You can also find this information
on the home page of our website
at www.ci.buda.tx.us.
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Senior Resource Directory
The Senior Resource Directory for Spring 2017 is out. It provides
information on the following: Senior Centers, Food/Meals,
Housing (Independent/Assisted Living), Medical (Urgent Care),
Medical (Other), Transportation, Respite Care and more.
Click on the link for the Senior Resource Directory:
http://bit.ly/2mJ3wln
You can also find it on the homepage of our website
(www.ci.buda.tx.us). Just scroll to the bottom of the page and

you will see the Senior Resource Directory box. There is a link
underneath it.

Oak Wilt Disease
Oak wilt is one of the most destructive tree diseases in central Texas. It is
an infectious disease caused by the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, which
invades and disables the water-conducting system in susceptible tree
areas. All oaks are susceptible to this disease, but some oak species are
affected more than others. Unfortunately, there is no known way to save
an oak tree infected by oak wilt. The only way to maintain healthy trees is
through prevention.
If you would like to read more about oak wilt and how you can prevent the
spread of the disease, please visit the websites below.
TexasOakWilt.org
U.S. Forestry Service
Oak Wilt Pruning Guide
Buda Oak Wilt Treatment Map

Oak Wilt Trenching
Oak Wilt Specialists of Wimberley have been contracted to provide trenching services in Buda. The project is focused at
reducing or stopping root transmission of the oak wilt fungus. The project is being funded through a cost-sharing program
between the residents of the area and the City of Buda.
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Buda Police Department News
The Big Picture
New Employees: The Buda Police Department welcomes two
new officers. Martin Rodriguez and Raul Valdez were both recently
hired. Welcome to Buda!
Sergeant Reclassifications: Congratulations to Barry Lee and
Casey Lopasky. Both were detectives and have been reclassified as
sergeants. We are now looking to promote two officers to the
detective positions.

Driving in the Rain
As we approach the rainy season, check out these
helpful tips for driving in the rain from Our Driving
Concern (https://txdrivingconcern.org/).

Free Roadside Assistance
Save this number! (512) 974-HERO
In partnership with the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT), the Highway Emergency
Response Operator (HERO) program offers FREE roadside
assistance Monday - Friday, 6 am - 10 pm from the City
of Kyle to the City of Georgetown. Just call (512) 974HERO.

Officer Erdman had the pleasure of
speaking about service during a Buda
Cub Scout Park 128 Den Meeting. Thank
you for having us!

The Big Picture is a weekly report
aimed at giving citizens a look at the
various projects the City of Buda is
working on along with the day to day
activities of our employees. It also
includes updates on the latest City
news. The report is posted every
Friday on our website (City news),
Facebook, Twitter, and Next Door.
Below are the reports from midJanuary through March.
Week of Jan. 9, 2017
http://bit.ly/2nH8eS6
Week of Jan. 16, 2017
http://bit.ly/2nPAWNm
Week of Jan. 23, 2017
http://bit.ly/2mq1M1C
Week of Jan. 30, 2017
http://bit.ly/2naGtQ6
Week of Feb. 6, 2017
http://bit.ly/2mN6Nwx
Week of Feb. 13, 2017
http://bit.ly/2lerfqV
Week of Feb. 20, 2017
http://bit.ly/2mqiePd
Week of Feb. 27, 2017
http://bit.ly/2njQzPm
Week of Mar. 6, 2017
http://bit.ly/2o1YYUw
Week of Mar. 13, 2017
http://bit.ly/2o1EoDJ
Week of Mar. 20, 2017

Bat Season Safety Tips From Animal Control
It’s bat season! We’ve provided some tips in the link below.

Buda Animal Control does not provide a bat removal service for roosting
colonies. Animal Control only responds to possible rabies exposure cases,
where there is potential for bat/human contact or a pet was exposed.
Read more here: http://bit.ly/2mK2mUb
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20th Annual Buda Lions Club Country
Fair and Wiener Dog Races
It’s that time of year again! The
Buda Lions Club Wiener Dog Races are scheduled for April 29th
and 30th at Buda City Park. The
theme for this year's Wiener Dog
Races has been announced! It's
Wienertopia! It all begins with a
pet parade, followed by the extremely popular and nationally
known Wiener Dog Races. Other
activities include a BBQ Cook-off,
Bake-Off, best dressed dog contest, and more! There will also be
craft booths, kids games, and
food vendors.
For more information about the
event or how to register your dog, please visit the Buda Lions Club website at
http://budalions.com/.

Around Buda
Buda Public Library

2nd Annual Spring Fling
at Buda Public Library

Spring is just around the corner! Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the
Buda Public Library’s 2nd Annual Spring Fling! It’s a day of fun for children of
all ages. This year The Urban Interface will be on hand with their animal ambassadors. This organization cares for non-releasable native wildlife, training
them for educational purposes. Participants can also expect succulents and
cacti from The Austin Cactus and Succulent Society, activities provided by
Camp Fire Central Texas, a bubble station, storytelling station, and much
more.
2nd Annual Spring Fling
April 8, 2017
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Buda Public Library
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Buda Public Library Pop Up Makerspace
Hits Over 1,000 Users!

Buda Public Library
Pop Up Makerspace

The Buda Public Library’s Pop Up Makerspace has hit a milestone! In November 2016,
the library began rotating the makerspace to local Buda secondary schools. Since that
time it has provided a hands-on educational experience for over 1,000 students!
The Pop Up makerspace has traveled to Barton Middle School, Dahlstrom Middle
School, McCormick Middle School, and Hays High School. In addition, Buda Public
Library hosts a monthly Maker Monday program at the library on the first Monday of
each month at 4:30 p.m.
As of March 23, 2017, the makerspace has served 1,233 students both on school
campuses and during the Buda Public Library’s Maker Monday program.
“It has been so much fun facilitating the Pop Up Makerspace Program and seeing the
excitement that these students have about learning and inventing. This program
really allows the students to be innovative and what they create often surpasses what
I imagined the materials could be used for. The best part about this program is that I
get to learn along with the students, working with them until we’ve figured out the
best way to finish a project,” said Buda Public Library Youth Coordinator Caitlin Foley.
This project was made possible by grant funds from the U.S. Institute of Museum and
Library Services and Texas State Library and Archives Commission. The Buda Public
Library was awarded a grant of $14,255 to create the Pop Up Makerspace.
The makerspace allows students to invent and create by utilizing a variety of tools and
materials. It originally started circulating with 3D pens, a button maker, littleBits,
Arduino based robots, and various circuit materials.

“My students often ask when the Buda [Pop Up] Makerspace will be coming back and
look forward to the projects they know the makerspace will bring,” said McCormick
Middle School Librarian Amy Schutze. “There are many students who plan their
enrichment activities based on when the makerspace grant will be arriving at our
school.”
Over the last few months, the makerspace has grown to include sphero robots,
modular cubelet robots, yarn and sewing materials, general crafts, and engineering
blocks.
“Every visit has been met with enthusiasm, the next visit is always highly-anticipated,
and students often ask for the tools even when the Makerspace is not on our campus!
The tools and resources provided through this grant have definitely been beneficial to
our school,” said Dahlstrom Middle School Librarian Ana Garcia.
Preliminary survey results indicate that 95% of students leave the makerspace with
more confidence in technology and engineering.
“I first imagined the library as a passive place for quiet study, now I see that it is fun
and interactive,” said a seventh-grade student at Dahlstrom Middle School.

Maker Monday
First Monday of Each Month
During the School Year
4:30 p.m.
Buda Public Library
For more information
call the Buda Public Library at
512-295-5899.

17

Active Solicitor Permits
As of March 21, 2017, there is one active solicitor permit.
It is for Texas Home Improvement. The two company
representatives are J. Wildeisen and S.Dang.
It is unlawful for any peddler or solicitor to engage in
business within the city without first obtaining a permit
from the City Secretary.
You can keep up with active permits by clicking on our permit
solicitor page.
http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/333/PERMIT-Solicitor

Monthly Development Report
Curious about how Buda is growing? Here are the Monthly Development Reports for December, January and February.
December 2016
http://bit.ly/2nftOK5
January 2017
http://bit.ly/2l5b9iX
February 2017
http://bit.ly/2o5FiPC

City of Buda Seeking Volunteers for Lead and Copper Sampling Program
The City of Buda is seeking help from residents to complete water quality
sampling required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) under the
Lead and Copper Program. This program requires water purveyors to
collect a certain number of samples to analyzed for lead and copper
based on the population served. This year the City of Buda must collect
samples from 60 residences. These 60 residences must be sampled 2
times in 2017- once before June 15 and once before December 15.

If you have a home built between 1982 and 1988 that is not equipped
with a reverse osmosis system and would like to participate in this
program, please contact Public Works at 512-312-2876 or email blillibridge@ci.buda.tx.us.
Read more about the program here: http://bit.ly/2m9Oyot
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I DO!
New Tourism Website Launched to Promote Buda Wedding Industry

The Department of Tourism launched a new
website to directly promote the wedding
industry in Buda, Texas.
Budaweddings.com serves as a guide for
those looking to get married in Buda and
the Texas Hill Country to find venues, hotels,
and vendors in Buda, Texas.
The site focuses on helping couples find the
perfect venue that matches their personal
style and the ambiance they wish for their
wedding.

Tourism Launches Redesign of Website
The Tourism Department launched the redesign of their website, www.visitbudatx.com. The previous site design had been up
for more than five years. The new site features larger images and focuses on our natural and historic attractions, such as our
parks and downtown area.
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