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Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Jan. 16
President’s Day Holiday
Feb. 20
Capital of Texas Police Motorcycle Chute
Out
Mar. 1 - 4
Teen Tech Week
Buda Public Library
Mar. 5 - 11
City Council
Jan. 17, Feb. 7 & 21, Mar. 7 & 21
Economic Development Corporation Board
Jan. 24, Feb. 1, Mar. 1
Library Commission
Jan. 12, Feb. 9, Mar. 9
Parks and Recreation Commission
Jan. 18 & Feb. 15
Planning & Zoning Commission
Jan. 24, Feb. 14 & 28, Mar. 14 & 28

Chance Sparks

Micah Grau

MANAGING BUDA’S FUTURE:
TWO ASSISTANT CITY MANAGERS TAKE THE HELM IN 2017

Planning Director Chance Sparks Promoted
City of Buda Planning Director Chance Sparks is taking on the new role of
Assistant City Manager. Micah Grau, who comes to us from Hutto, was also
recently named Assistant City Manager. The City will now have two Assistant
City Managers and responsibilities will be split between Sparks and Grau.

Sustainability Commission
Feb. 2 & Mar. 2
*Dates are tentative and are subject to
change*
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“I’m looking forward to continuing my relationship with the City of Buda, a
community that I must admit I’ve fallen in love with over the last six years,” said
Sparks. “We are blessed with a great community, great leadership and great
staff, and I’m looking forward to working with Micah as we seek new and better
ways to meet the needs of our citizens and rise to the challenge of new
community expectations. I know our team can not only preserve, but enhance
the quality of life that has brought so many here over the last several years.”
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During his time with the City, Sparks has overseen planning, development
services, code enforcement, building services and tourism. Upon his hiring, he
was tasked with creating a department and implementing best practices in the
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Planning Director Promoted

Texas Main Street City

Sparks has also led the adoption or revision to several long-range plans, including:


The City of Buda is in the process of
hiring a Main Street Manager. In
October the Texas Historical
Commission announced Buda’s
designation as a 2017 official “Texas
Main Street” city.
Buda’s selection for Texas Main
Street Program was based on the
following:



Historic commercial fabric and
historic identity
Community and private sector
support and organizations
capacity
Public sector support and
financial capacity
Physical capacity
Demonstrated need







Over the years Buda has taken a
number of steps to bring increased
life and investment to downtown,
including the pursuit of
enhancement grants for sidewalks,
lighting and other downtown
beatification, improvements to
underground infrastructure, the
creation of the local historic district
and Historic Preservation
Commission, and the establishment
of the Downtown Buda Merchants
Association.
For more on the program, read
the full press release below:
http://ci.buda.tx.us/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=53
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Buda 2030 Comprehensive Plan, which won the 2012 Comprehensive Planning
Award for Texas
Downtown Master Plan
Transportation Master Plan
Facilities Master Plan & Space Needs Assessment
Historic Preservation Design Standards & Guidelines

In large part to these efforts, the City of Buda was named Community of the Year by the
Texas Chapter of the American Planning Association in 2015 . The City was recognized for
developing and implementing plans in a responsible, thoughtful and innovative manner.
Sparks is currently leading implementation of the new Main Street Program, supporting a
transition to provide in-house rather than contracted building services, establishing a more
robust geographic information systems data mapping service, and managing the
comprehensive revision to the Unified Development Code. In addition, he is heavily
involved in oversight of the 2014 bond program.

Prior to joining Buda in 2010, Sparks was the Senior Program Analyst for the State of Texas
Disaster Recovery Program in response to Hurricanes Ike & Dolly, where he led the drafting
of the State Action Plan to promote long-range planning and resiliency, managed a variety
of professional services contracts, developed funding models for the distribution of Federal
disaster recovery funds, and worked with a team to create the application and business
processes for the disaster recovery infrastructure programs. Sparks also served as the
Planning Manager for the City of San Marcos and the Planning and Development Services
Director for the City of Bulverde.
Sparks is highly respected within the Texas planning profession. He has served in regional
and state leadership in the American Planning Association for more than a decade, and as a
peer reviewer for the American Institute of Certified Planners. He is currently the American
Planning Association Texas Chapter Texas Municipal League Affiliate and Legislative Affairs
Liaison. A recognized expert in the planning field, Sparks is called upon to provide fellow
planners training in the areas of ethics, legislative and legal issues, comprehensive planning
and personnel management.
“Chance Sparks has done a yeoman’s effort for the City of Buda and I am glad to be in a
position to reward his dedication and faithfulness to the City. It is always fulfilling to reward
existing staff members with a promotion,” said City Manager Kenneth Williams. “Chance’s
skill set brings valuable attributes to us as an Assistant City Manager while we plan and
construct the future of the City of Buda. We look forward to working with him, Mr. Grau
and City Staff in achieving the goals that are identified by the Buda City Council. Although
small in numbers, we feel we have a staff that can compare results with any city in the
country.”
Sparks holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Geography — Urban and Regional Planning
and a Master of Public Administration from Texas State University. He holds a certification
from the American Institute of Certified Planners and is an Accredited Member of the
Congress for the New Urbanism.

City of Buda Hires New Assistant City Manager
The City of Buda is pleased to announce a new addition to our team. Micah Grau has been
named as the City’s new Assistant City Manager. Mr. Grau comes to us from Hutto where
he previously served as Assistant City Manager and Interim City Manager.

City of Buda Hires
Project Manager

Mr. Grau started his career as an intern in the City Manager’s Office with the City of
Kerrville. He was hired by the City of Hutto in 2006 as the Budget and Special Projects
Coordinator. In 2009 he was promoted to Director of Finance and then in 2012 he moved
into the Assistant City Manager Position.
"The City of Buda is fortunate to bring Mr. Micah Grau on to the City of Buda team as an
Assistant City Manager. His years of experience in serving as an Assistant City Manager and
Interim City Manager in the Austin/San Marcos metro area are invaluable,” said Buda City
Manager Kenneth Williams. “Micah is one of the bright young minds in the City
Management profession. His education with a Master and Bachelor degree in Public
Administration and Political Science should serve us well. We welcome Micah to the City of
Buda."

The City of Buda has hired its first
Project Manager. The Project
Manager will plan, direct and
coordinate the implementation of
studies, designs, and contracts for
repair, and construction of various
capital improvement projects. This
position was approved in the Fiscal
Mr. Grau is a member of the Texas City Managers Association (TCMA), the International Year 2016-17 Budget.

City Managers Association (ICMA), and serves as Vice President of TCMA Region 7. He also
serves in several other community organizations.
Ray Creswell comes to us from a
career in private practice as an
architect, interior designer and
construction manager. Mr. Creswell
is an experienced architect with over
twenty years of consecutive
development and design
management experience in
hospitality, healthcare and
commercial projects. In that time he
had his own practice as an architect,
and worked for the Federal
Government and corporate
Mr. Grau holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Texas A&M University companies, including Hilton World
Wide as the Director of Architecture
and a Masters of Public Administration from Texas State University. He started with the
and Construction.

"My family and I are so excited to join the City of Buda! Buda has done a great job of
honoring the community's heritage and maintaining the small town feel and charm that
makes Buda unique, while balancing the tremendous growth it has faced. My experience in
the fast-growth community of Hutto, Texas will help me in Buda,” said Grau. “As the
Assistant City Manager and Interim City Manager in Hutto, I helped managed the City's
growth by administering the City's finances, overseeing construction of major capital
projects, and by helping kick-start the City's downtown redevelopment efforts. I look
forward to getting to know the community and working with the tremendous Council and
staff in Buda."

City of Buda on Jan. 3, 2017.

Mr. Creswell’s background covers
both public and private facilities from
local municipalities to private
development. He is also experienced
in working with Bond Proposition
projects and serving as a liaison
between architects, engineers and
contractors to properly complete
projects. As Project Manager, Mr.
Creswell will help oversee Buda’s five
Bond Proposition projects.
Full Press Release: http://
www.ci.buda.tx.us/ArchiveCenter/
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City Council Election — Place 1 and Place 2
Congratulations to Wiley Hopkins who was sworn-in as Mayor Pro-Tem, Place
2 on Nov. 21, 2016. Hopkins was re-elected in the Nov. 8 Election.

Link to Nov. 21, 2016 City Council Meeting of Wiley Hopkins being sworn-in:
http://buda-tx.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=234

Congratulations to Lee Urbanovksy who was sworn-in as council member for
Place 1 on Dec. 21, 2016. Urbanovksy was elected in the Dec. 13 runoff election.

Facebook live video of Lee Urbanovksy being sworn-in:
https://www.facebook.com/Budatx/videos/840240919411590/
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Thank you Angela Kennedy!
Angela Kennedy’s last city council meeting was on Dec. 21, 2016.

The City Council proclaimed Oct 16-22 as
National Friends of Libraries Week.

The City Council proclaimed the week of Nov. 6,
2016 as Municipal Court Week. The
proclamation was accepted by Judge Beth
Smith.

The City Council recognized Ms. Kennedy for her service to the citizens of Buda.
We wish her the best!
Angela Kennedy’s message to the public: https://www.facebook.com/Budatx/
videos/840027449432937/

Hays County Elections Administrator Retires

The City Council proclaimed November as
Adoption Awareness Month. The proclamation

Mayor Todd Ruge and Mayor Pro Tem Wiley
Hopkins gave Elm Grove Elementary students a
lesson on City Government.

Photo Courtesy, Hays County
The Hays County Commissioners Court proclaimed December 21, 2016, as Joyce Cowan Day in San
Marcos, honoring the long-time Elections Administrator for her 31-plus years of service. Cowan
began her career at Hays County in 1985.

Elm Grove Elementary Students held a
mock City Council meeting.

Hays County Press Release: http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/4752
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Our Boards and Commissions
Certified Retirement Community
Board
Construction Board of Appeals
Economic Development
Corporation Board

Historic Preservation Board
Library Commission
Main Street Advisory Board
Parks and Recreation Commission
Planning and Zoning

City of Buda
Accepting Applications for
Boards and Commissions
The Buda City Council is accepting completed application forms from
City of Buda Citizens interested in serving on the various Boards &
Commissions. For a complete listing of the various Boards &
Commissions, please visit our website at www.ci.buda.tx.us.
Application forms may be picked up at City Hall, 121 S. Main St., Buda,
during normal business hours, Monday through Thursday 8:00 am –
5:00 pm, and on Fridays from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.
Applications are also available on the website at www.ci.buda.tx.us;
download a copy of the application and mail the application to City
Secretary, P. O. Box 1380, Buda, TX 78610.
The deadline to submit a completed application is March 3, 2017. For
additional information, contact the City Secretary at 512-312-0084.

New and Improved City Website Launched

Solicitor Permits

There are NO active solicitor
permits at this time. It is unlawful
for any peddler or solicitor to
engage in business within the city
without first obtaining a permit
from the City Secretary. To report
an unpermitted solicitor, contact
the Buda Police Department at
512-393-7896.
You can also report your concern
by clicking here: http://
www.ci.buda.tx.us/433/Report-a
-Concern
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Check out our new and improved City website. We launched it in November.
As far as navigating the new site, it's pretty similar to our old website.
However, the new site is cleaner and more user friendly. We hope you like it.
Check it out at http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/

2016 Buda Citizens’ Academy
More About the Buda
Citizens’ Academy
The Buda Citizens’
Academy is a 12-week
program that gives citizens
an inside look at how each
city department functions. A
different department will
present each week,
providing information on
what services they provide
to the public and how they
are funded.

Congratulations to our 2016 Buda Citizens’ Academy graduates. The academy is a
12-week program that gives citizens an inside look at how each city department
functions. We all enjoyed answering your questions and getting to know each and
every one of you! Once again, congratulations!
Click on the link to view the graduation photo album: http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/
Archive.aspx?ADID=755

There are only 25 spots
available in the academy.
We need a minimum of 12
citizens to register in order
to hold the classes. We also
want to mention that the
Buda Citizens’ Academy is
not a vehicle for promoting
your personal or
professional interests. The
purpose of the academy is to
educate citizens about the
city and to provide some fun
along the way.
We will open the 2017 Buda
Citizens’ Academy up for
registration later in the
summer.
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First Case of Travel-Related Zika Virus
Confirmed in Hays County

Helpful Links

FROM HAYS COUNTY PRESS RELEASE: The Hays County Local Health Department has received
confirmation from the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) and Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) of a travel-associated case of Zika virus infection in Hays County.
The individual, who is not contagious and DOES NOT pose a risk to Hays County residents, contracted the illness while traveling to Puerto Rico in August 2016. Please contact Hays County if
you have questions.
Read more here: http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/4798

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:
http://www.cdc.gov/

Mosquito Prevention

Hays County Health Department:
http://www.co.hays.tx.us/local-healthdepartment.aspx

When it comes to preventing mosquito’s, use the four D’s — Drain, Dress, Dusk and Deter.
Drain — Any container that can hold water for more than a few days is a mosquito-breeding
ground. Make sure you drain all free standing water. With our recent rains, this is especially
important to keep in mind.
Dress smart — Dress in long sleeves and pants to prevent mosquito bites on arms and legs.
Wearing a hat can also help prevent mosquito bites.
Dusk and Dawn — Mosquitos are at their peak feeding times at dawn and dusk. Limit your time
outdoors during this time. If you are outdoors, try to reduce your physical activity. Mosquitos are
attracted to movement.
Deter — Invest in mosquito repellents, specifically those that contain DEET. You can also use
picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus

Hays County Mosquito Surveillance
Program:
http://www.co.hays.tx.us/mosquitosurveillance-program.aspx

Interim Water Improvements

Interim Water Improvement Update
Interim Water Improvements: The Interim Water Improvements project
was completed in October 2016. The project included several different
improvements to the City’s water distribution system such as:
12” Water Line

Bonita Vista Station Booster Pumps

Garlic Creek Station Booster Bumps

8



The installation of approximately 3,000 linear feet of new 12” water line
from FM 967 to the Garlic Creek station storage tank



Increasing the pumping capacity at the Bonita Vista Station by replacing
the existing 10 horsepower booster pumps with new 25 horsepower
booster pumps



Increasing the pumping capacity at the Garlic Creek Station by the
installation of two new 75 horsepower booster pumps

This project serves the dual purpose of preparing the City’s water distribution
system in the short term to convey additional surface water made available
to the citizens of Buda through the Hays-Caldwell Public Utility Agency’s
Interim Water Sharing agreement, but also to prepares the system to keep
pace with increased future water demands associated with our community’s
rapid growth.

Well No. 5 Update
The Big Picture
The Big Picture is a weekly report
aimed at giving citizens a look at the
various projects the City of Buda is
working on along with the day to day
activities of our employees. It also
includes updates on the latest City
news. The report is posted every
Friday on our website (City news),
Facebook, Twitter, and Next Door.
Below are the reports from midOctober through January.
Week of Oct. 24, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=750

Week of Oct. 31, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=751

Well No. 5 at the Garlic Creek Pump Station

Week of Nov. 7, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/
View/4804

Well No. 5, located at the Garlic Creek Station, is nearing completion. This is the City’s
newest Edwards Aquifer well and the first to be equipped with variable frequency
drive (VFD) technology.

Week of Nov. 14, 2016

The VFD equipment provides operational efficiency and reduced operating costs by
allowing Public Works staff to adjust pumping volume based on system demands and
aquifer conditions. The public supply well and surrounding enclosure are complete
and a new fill line from the well has been added to the Garlic Creek storage tank. A
pressure reducing valve has also been installed to balance pressure in the Cullen and
Creekside subdivisions.

Week of Nov. 28, 2016

http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=756

Week of Nov. 21, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=759
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=761

Week of Dec. 5, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=762

Week of Dec. 12, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=767

Week of Dec. 19, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=769

The City has received approval from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) to operate the well for public water supply purposes. The final components
that need to be tested are the water disinfection system and the automated controls
that operate the well pump in conjunction with the existing components of the distribution system. The Well No. 5 project is anticipated to be completed by the end of
January 2017.

Week of Dec. 26, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/Archive.aspx?ADID=774

Week of Jan. 2, 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/
Item/776

“Over Here, Over There” is the City of Buda’s Monthly Development Report. It is compiled by
our Engineering & Planning Department. The report includes the following categories:
Commercial, Remodel, Residential Projects, Site Development, Commercial New, and City
Infrastructure. Below are the links for the 4th Quarter of 2016.
October 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/4665
November 2016
http://ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/4797
December 2016
http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/4807
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Focus Group on Aging
The City of Buda is creating a Focus Group on Aging. Buda is
partnering with Capital Area Coalition of Governments on aging.
We are forming a focus group to discuss the needs of our Aging
community. We want this group to truly represent the
community's needs. Please join us to explore options and
provide feedback.

When: January 25, 2017
Time: 4-5 pm or 5-6 pm
Where: City Hall - Council Chambers
121 Main St.
For more information, please contact Kristin Williams, HR
Director at 512-523-1043 or kristin@ci.buda.tx.us

Bond Project Updates
As work ramps up on the bond propositions we will be updating our
bond blog. You can find it on the home page of our website in the
rotating box on the left. Check out the blog here: http://ci.buda.tx.us/

“Notify Me” Website Feature
Did you know that the City of Buda website has a
notify me feature? It allows you to sign up for
email and text notifications for specific
information such as: press releases, City news,
City Council agendas, emergency alerts, etc. You
can find the notify button on the homepage of our
website at www.ci.buda.tx.us . All you have to do
is enter your email and/or phone number and
select the categories you wish to receive
information on.
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Buda Public Library Maker Mondays

AROUND BUDA
BUDA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Pop Up Makerspace

The Buda Public Library held its first Maker Monday on Dec. 5. Maker Mondays are
an opportunity for middle school and high school students to complete projects using
the Pop Up Makerspace Materials at the Buda Public Library. This project is made
possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services and Texas
State Library and Archives Commission.

Library Monthly Activities
Maker Monday for 6 grade and up – February 6th at 4:30 (usually the 1st
Monday each month)
Books and Art for kindergarten – 2nd graders – February 8th at 4:00 (2nd
Wednesday each month)
Book Club for adults – January 11th at 6:00 (2nd Wednesday each month)
Middle School Book Club for 6th- 8th graders – January 17th at 4:30 (3rd
Monday each month)

Library Staff at Boo-Da Halloween

th

Library Weekly Activities
Toddler Storytime for 18 – 36 month olds – Tuesdays at 10:30
Homeschool Storytime for kindergarten – 9 year olds – Tuesdays at 1:30
Homeschool Hangout for 10 year olds and up – Tuesdays at 1:30
Family Storytime for toddlers, preschoolers, and their families – Tuesdays at
6:00
Buda Kids for 3rd-5th graders – Thursdays at 4:00

Friends of the Buda Public Library
Book Sale

Christmas Lights Outside Library

The library has various special events throughout the year; check their
calendar at www.budalibrary.org.
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Oak Tree Relocation

The preparation phase for the relocation of the oak tree on the municipal site
originally began in mid-October. The contractor had pruned back branches,
and has exposed and treated the root ball of the tree. They started relocation
preparations the week of Jan 2. It will take several weeks for final
relocation. The target date for full relocation is the last week of January.
YouTube Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hH7pfMP-ZjM

Parks and Maintenance Building

The Parks and Maintenance building construction is substantially completed.
There is still some site work and paving work that needs to be done outside the
building. The Public Works Department will perform the work. Final inspections
of the building will need to take place before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.
Once the building is equipped and furnished, a ribbon cutting ceremony will be
scheduled sometime in February.
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Buda Police Department Blue Santa/Shop with a Cop 2016

Around Buda
Buda Police Department

Chief Bo Kidd gave a presentation on Blue
Santa at a Buda Chamber of Commerce
Luncheon.

From the Buda Police Department—Blue Santa is the Buda Police Department’s
Holiday Season pride and joy! Each year the local elementary school counselors
identify a handful of families who have experienced some type of hardship and
nominate the children for Blue Santa to "Shop with a Cop". It is such a wonderful
experience to spend this time with these children and watch them as they get to
choose presents of their liking for their families. This program is made possible by the
generous monetary donations we receive from the community and we thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.
For a look at the Blue Santa/Shop with a Cop Facebook Photo Album, click below:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BudaPoliceDepartment/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1026412284153527

Viral Video: Buda PD helped contribute to a couple’s big day. The police
department was asked to help out in a marriage proposal! Click on the link below
to check out the video!
https://www.facebook.com/BudaPoliceDepartment/videos/1033608543433901/

The Buda Citizens’ Academy learned more
about how Buda PD operates.

Yikes! Buda Police Officers were dispatched to a
home to remove this 6’ long rattle snake which
was located in a dog crate outside.

13

Around Buda

Bobby Lane Elected Mayor Pro Tem
Congratulations to Bobby Lane
who was elected Mayor Pro
Tem , Place 6 at the Jan. 3,
2016 Council Meeting. Lane
has served on the City Council
since May of 2000.

It was another successful year for Boo-Da
Halloween as hundreds turned out for the
event. There were also some pretty cool
costumes!

Bobby Lane
Mayor Pro Tem, Place 6

Sustainability Commission Holds First Meeting
City Manager Kenneth Williams enjoyed taking
part in career day at Dahlstrom Middle School.

The Cantera Coca-America Soccer League
presented the City of Buda Parks and thanking
the City for its support. The youth league
practices and plays at Buda Sportsplex. The
league is based out of Mexico and comes to
search for talent here. They hold tryouts and
choose the best players who are then offered
tuition, education, room and board at the
league’s headquarters in Mexico. Giving back
to the community is a big goal of the youth
league. The players have asked to volunteer at
Sportsplex to help maintain the running trails.

The City held its second Rain Barrel
Distribution Event in October.
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The newly formed Sustainability Commission held its first meeting
on Thursday, Jan. 5. The 7 member commission will make policy
recommendations to City Council related to air quality, water
conservation, and green space preservation. Members of the
commission will also look at best practices for development and how
to promote a sustainable built environment. The commission may
also be tasked with outreach and education initiatives for the
community.

Employee of the Year
Congratulations to Park
Supervisor Juan Mosqueda
for being named Employee
of the Year! Juan is a true
leader. He comes to work
every day with a smile on
his face and he is full of
creative ideas. Juan also
leads by example and
helps his crew achieve
their own individual goals.
We are proud of Juan and
happy that he chooses to
work for the City of Buda.

Buda Trail of Lights
It was another successful year for Buda Trail of Lights. Thank you to all of our sponsors, participants, and to the
community for coming out to enjoy our annual holiday event. We are already looking forward to next year.
Click here to see the full Facebook Photo Album:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.840119529423729.1073741962.249193528516335&type=1&l=9c8d0c3060

Trail of Lights Drone Video shot by Gary Langshaw: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVm-AhtOqbQ&t=7s

Inside Story Headline
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THE BUDA BULLETIN

City of Buda
Our Mission:
Meeting the Needs of the
Citizens

Helpful Numbers
Buda City Hall
Buda Public Library
Buda Police Department
Utilities
Parks & Recreation/Visitors Center
Public Works
Human Resources
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