Working Together:
Mayor Todd Ruge Hosts Mayors’ Meeting in Buda
BUDA, TX - The City of Buda and Hays County is in the “We wanted to discuss how we can work together on a shared
midst of a major growth spurt. From new businesses to an influx legislation agenda that is beneficial to our County and our
of people moving to the area, the landscape of Central Texas is individual Communities,” said Ruge.
changing quickly. For Buda Mayor Todd Ruge, the growth
presents an opportunity to work more closely with other leaders
in Hays County.
“We will have to think of regional solutions to the issues that all
the municipalities in this area face,” said Ruge.
The City of Buda hosted the 2nd Mayors’ Meeting on
Wednesday, July 13th at City Hall. Mayor Ruge says the idea was
Buda City Attorney Catarina Gonzales Discusses Upcoming Legislative Session
born from a larger scale meeting comprised of city government
leaders. The goal is to form a more cohesive relationship with Buda City Attorney Catarina Gonzales says several familiar topics
are coming back to life in the upcoming legislative session,
other cities in Hays County.
including: Revenue and Appraisal Cap Bills, Tree Preservation
“It gives you faces with names and contacts. There is strength in Ordinance Bills, Plastic Bag Bans, Red Light Camera Bans and
numbers and it gives you the ability to try and get things done. bills affecting Equal Rights Ordinances and Religious Freedoms.
We are all facing the same issues, ranging from wastewater to For San Marcos Mayor Daniel Guerrero, one of his concerns
revolves around funding for public safety.
infrastructure.”
“The big focus for us is trying to find a means of being able to
garner some type of additional revenue, or at least some source
of funding for public safety, specifically for fire protection. The
majority of our expenses that we’re putting forward right now
for purchasing apparatus, purchasing large vehicles, and ladder
trucks, are for structures that do not contribute to the tax base.”
When it comes to possible funding resources, Buda City
Manager Kenneth Williams believes that we need to think
beyond the state level.

From left to right: Wiley Hopkins, Mayor Pro-Tem of Buda, Tiffany Curnutt,
Mayor of Mountain City, Todd Webster, Mayor of Kyle, Todd Ruge, Mayor of
Buda, Reynell Smith, Mayor of Niederwald, Daniel Guerrero, Mayor of San
Marcos, Kenneth Williams, Buda City Manager

“We shouldn’t forget the federal offices because they have
opportunities as well, like grants and legislation that are
beneficial to cities,” said Williams.
Both Williams and Mayor Ruge say working together is a vital
key to regional success.

“It’s more effective when we try to tackle some of these issues
The subject of the meeting focused on the Texas Legislature and as a group, rather than individually,” said Williams.
the upcoming legislative session.
“What could come out of this is cost savings for all of the cities,
especially if we have similar projects where we work together,”
Ruge said.
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