THE BIG PICTURE
Week of March 11, 2019

City of Buda Accepting Applications
For Boards and Commissions
The deadline is approaching to submit applications for the City of Buda's various boards and commissions. Deadline
to submit a completed application is March 31, 2019. This is your chance to get involved in City Government. Your
service makes Buda better. Several of our boards and commissions accept residents living in the ETJ.
The following boards have openings coming up in April 2019:
Construction Board of Appeals
Dupre Local Government Corporation
Economic Development Corporation
Historic Preservation Commission
Library Commission
Main Street Advisory Board
Parks & Recreation Commission
Planning & Zoning
Sustainability Commission
Zoning Board of Adjustment

2 Openings (5 city residents; 2 from ETJ)
5 Openings (3 city residents; 2 from ETJ)
3 Openings (city residents or Hays County)
6 Openings (5 city residents; 2 from ETJ)
4 Openings (5 city residents; 2 from ETJ)
4 Openings (3 own/operate business w/in city)
3 Openings (5 city residents; 2 from ETJ
3 Openings (5 city residents;2 from ETJ)
3 Openings (5 city residents; 2 from ETJ)
4 Openings (5 city residents; 2 from ETJ)

Senior Task Force on Aging

4 Openings (city residents or ETJ)

The link below contains a complete listing of our Boards and Commissions and their related duties:
City of Buda Boards and Commissions
Application forms may be picked up at City Hall, 405 E. Loop St., Buda, during normal business hours, Monday through
Thursday 8:00 pm – 5:00 pm, and on Fridays from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.
You can also download a copy of the application: Board and Commission Application
Submit application by:
mail: City of Buda, c/o City Clerk, 405 E. Loop St., Building 100, Buda, TX 78610
hand delivery: City Hall, 405 E. Loop St., Building 100, Buda, TX 78610
email: City Clerk
The deadline to submit a completed application is March 31, 2019. For additional information, contact the City Clerk
at 512-312-0084.
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National Groundwater Awareness Week — The Antioch Cave
The Antioch Cave VIDEO CLIP
As part of National Groundwater Awareness week, we wanted to tell you about an
important water feature in our own backyard. The Antioch Cave is a natural cave
that formed in the bottom of Onion Creek and it contributes to the Barton Springs
segment of the Edwards Aquifer.
“We’re standing right above the Antioch Cave.”
Below a concrete vault in Onion Creek is a hidden treasure."
“It’s a natural cave that formed in the bottom of Onion Creek, which is this nice creek we’re looking at here,” said Brian Smith with
the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation District.
Smith says about twenty years ago they realized the significance of the cave. It’s located off of Cole Springs Road on land owned by
the conservation district.
“Under natural conditions water is flowing down the creek and heading on down to the Colorado River. Some of that water actually goes into the cave. Once it gets into the cave it is contributing to the Barton Springs segment of the Edwards Aquifer. Eventually
that water, if it is not being pumped by users, it is making its way to Barton Springs.This all ties in to all these things going on
around us. The quarry right next door uses Edwards water, houses down the street from here use Edwards water, the City of Buda.
Within a mile of where we are there is a lot of use.”
“Approximately half of the water produced for consumption by the City of Buda comes from the Edwards. The Edwards aquifer is a
karst aquifer that is recharged from precipitation and streams flowing into cracks, fissures, sinkholes, and caves. This makes the
Edward Aquifer particularly prone to pollutants and contaminants from directly entering the aquifer.”
That’s why it was important to improve the quality and amount of water making its way into the aquifer from the Antioch Cave. In
1997 the initial vault was constructed to do just that.
“So this vault was designed by an engineer we hired to allow the water to be kept out during storm floods," said Smith. "When that
water is coming down brown and ugly looking carrying sediment and other contaminants that water just goes on by because we
shut these valves. Now they are set so they automatically close under those conditions. Within a day or two that water is much
better quality and the valve naturally opens. Then we get the good quality we see now. We can sit back in our office and monitor
the conditions and we need to come out and maintain something we are 10 to 12 minutes away. This is a real important feature
and what we are doing here with this improving, or maybe even getting back to the conditions before people were living out there
and causing the runoff from all the highways, ranches and subdivisions.”
“Several of the city’s wells are located within one to two miles of this unique feature, which is why we ask all citizens to be mindful
of the pollutants and chemicals that they use around their homes. We ask them to use best management practices and not over
fertilize their lawn and be mindful of fertilizer that spills out on the sidewalk or out in the streets because this could end up directly
in to our drinking water supply.”
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Traffic Alert: Old San Antonio Road Construction
The Hays County Transportation Department began mobilizing and establishing erosion control measures on Manchaca
Springs Road, north of Buda last week. The project consists of road construction and drainage improvements for
Manchaca Springs Road, where it intersects Old San Antonio Road. Construction will run approximately from March 11
through the first week of April, and then move over to Old San Antonio Road for the same type of work approximately
starting the second week of April through the month of July. This is in anticipation of the new Hays CISD elementary
school opening in August.
The work on Old San Antonio Rd., to add the turn lane at New Buda Elementary School, began a week ago. Due to the
level of traffic traveling southbound, the contractor and Hays County put in place barricades that only allow for local
traffic to pass through. There were safety concerns for the contractor as they work in the area of Manchaca Springs and
Old San Antonio Rd. Weather permitting, the work at this intersection will be complete in early April 2019. One lane will
be open to traffic after the construction at the intersection is complete.
There will always be a lane of traffic open, or detour, on each road during their respective construction work phases.
For questions or more information please contact the Hays County Transportation Department at (512) 393-7385.
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We're celebrating Buda's 138th Birthday with free cupcakes and bubble fun! Come hang out with us at the visitor center in Stagecoach Park for a free cupcake donated by our local Walmart and play under the oak trees with thousands of
bubbles!
Bring your dog. Bring your kids. Bring a picnic and spend the day with us! Free and open to the public.
Buda’s Birthday Celebration
Monday, April 1
Noon — 4 PM
Stagecoach House, 880 Main St.
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The City of Buda will be participating in the “Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-Off” this year! Gather your family, team, or come as an
individual and get ready to help clean up Buda on Saturday, April 6, 2019! The local event is sponsored by the City of Buda, the
Parks Commission, and the Sustainability Commission. The “Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-Off” is part of the Keep Texas Beautiful
Trash-Off and the Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup.
Volunteers will gather at the Buda Municipal Complex located at 405 Loop Street at 8 am for a quick breakfast, clean-up assignments, and information. Teams will then be sent out to pick up trash along roadways and parks in different areas of the City.
Help beautify your community and sustain the environment! Volunteers can learn more and register to participate at
http://ci.buda.tx.us/budatrashoff. The first 50 volunteers to register will receive a volunteer shirt at the event. Gather your community groups, school organizations, neighborhood associations, and youth groups and register today!
Sponsorship opportunities to support the costs of the event are also available. Sponsors will be recognized at the event and their
company logo will be added to the event shirt. To become an event sponsor, please contact sfletcher@ci.buda.tx.us or call 512523-1081.
Date: Saturday, April 6, 2019
Time: 8am – 12pm
Location: Start at Buda Municipal Complex located at 405 Loop Street
More Information: http://ci.buda.tx.us/budatrashoff
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BOND PROJECT UPDATES
(February 20, 2019)

PROPOSITION 3 STREETS
OLD GOFORTH ROAD IMPROVEMENT
The general scope of work for this project includes:
•

Dedicated left and right turn lanes at Tom Green Elementary

•

Intersection safety improvements at FM 2001

•

Increase pedestrian connectivity between subdivisions and school

•

Aesthetic enhancements

•

Project was advertised for bid on November 7, 2018

•

Bid opening was held on December 11, 2018

•

Construction contract awarded to MA Smith Contracting Company

•

Notice to Proceed issued January 19, 2019

•

Road closed for culvert replacement on January 26, 2019

•

Construction on-going

SAN ANTONIO ST./GARISON ROAD
The general scope of work for this project includes:

•

•

Widening of existing pavement to enhance parking at Buda City Park

•

Intersection safety improvements by separating San Antonio St. and Garison Road turning movements

•

Aesthetic enhancements

Construction was completed and road opened to traffic on November 20, 2018
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BOND PROJECT UPDATES
MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS
The general scope of work for this project includes:
•

Widening of the Bradfield Drive/Main Street Intersection and extension of the 5 lane section to the west of
Santa Cruz Catholic church

•

Signal Modification at Bradfield Drive and Main Street to accommodate additional lanes

•

Bradfield Park cross culvert extension/modification

•

Extension of sidewalk along Main Street and improved accessibility to Bradfield Park

•

Select areas for pavement base repair

•

Pavement overlay and restriping

•

Project is to be advertised for bid February 27, 2019

•

Bid opening scheduled for March 26, 2019

•

Anticipated construction in late April 2019

•

The sequencing of the project has been adjusted to move the signalized intersection improvements at Main and
Sequoyah/Loop Street up to the front of the project due to the increased traffic generated by the new municipal
complex

MAIN STREET AT RM 967
The general scope of work for this project includes:
•

Create turning lanes and through lanes to address traffic flow

•

Reconfiguration of sidewalks, signing and striping for enhanced pedestrian safety

•

Maintain existing diagonal parking

•

Relocation of traffic signal poles

•

Project design is 95% complete

•

TxDOT anticipates project will go out to bid in late summer 2019
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BOND PROJECT UPDATES
RAINY DAY PROJECT — CABELA’S CONNECTOR
The general scope of work for this project includes:
•

Development of a preliminary schematic including pavement design

•

Geotechnical study, environmental study and utility conflict analysis

•

Right of Way acquisition

•

Project was submitted for potential CAMPO (Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization) funding under
recent project call. Funding was not approved, but project ranked well.

•

Potential for funding to become available should other projects not utilize entire awarded funding

•

Preliminary schematic is complete

•

Geotechnical study and pavement design is complete

•

Environmental study is complete

•

City in discussions with property owner regarding right of entry and acquisition of right of way

PROPOSITION 4 DRAINAGE
PROJECT AREA 2 (Ongoing)
HOUSTON STREET
Status:
•

Construction 70% complete

•

Substantial completion scheduled for March

PROJECT AREA 3
OXBOW NEIGHBORHOOD
Status:
•

Construction started in January

•

Remuda Trail culvert structure poured

•

Relocation of two PEC power poles in progress
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BOND PROJECT UPDATES
PROPOSITION 4 DRAINAGE
PROJECT AREA 1A
FIRE STATION/BLUFF ST. (DIVERSION)
Status:
•

100% plans, specs, near final approval

•

Advertise for bids in May 2019

PROJECT AREA 1B
W. GOFORTH
Status:
•

100% plans, specs, and estimate near final approval

•

Advertise for bids in September 2019

PROPOSITION 5 PARKS AND TRAILS
CITY PARK
•

City Park project was bid and the construction contract was awarded to the Barr Company in
December 2018

•

City Council voted to award construction of the full construction package including the amphitheater,
stage, splash pad, and playgrounds

•

Construction will begin in February 2019

•

Construction anticipated February 2019 — January 2020

GREEN MEADOWS SPLASH PAD (COMPLETE)
•

Splash Pad will open this spring
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BUDA LIONS CLUB ANNUAL WIENER DOG RACES MOVE TO BUCK’S BACKYARD
BUDA, TX — Due to construction at Buda City Park, the Buda Lions Club has moved the Annual Wiener Dog races to

Buck’s Backyard this year. The City looks forward to partnering with the Buda Lions Club in the future for this popular
event. The Wiener Dog Races will return to a new and improved City Park in 2020.
"The Buda Lions Club appreciates all of the support that the City of Buda has provided over the years for our annual
Country Fair and Wiener Dog Races. Sadly, we are unable to have our 22nd Annual event at the City Park this year due
to construction activities, but we want to invite all of our regular guests and new guests to our 2019 location near
Buck's Backyard on April 27th and 28th,” said Buda Lions Club President Michael Criner. “The City of Buda has been a
long-time ally in promoting our event, and we appreciate their effort to publicize this event as a service to the community. We look forward to having the Wiener Dog Races at the new City Park in 2020, bringing in even more people for a
weekend of fun and excitement."
For more information on the 22nd Annual Buda Lions Club Wiener Dog Races, please visit www.budalionsclub.com.
22nd Annual Buda Lions Club Wiener Dog Races
April 27 & 28
1761 South FM 1626
Buda, TX 78610
In December the Buda City Council approved a contract with The Barr Company for City Park Renovations. Construction on City
Park will begin this month. The improvements include a new amphitheater, two new playground areas, a splash pad, new restrooms, and a games and grilling area. This is all part of the Proposition 5 Park and Trail Improvements that were approved in
November 2014. Project completion is anticipated by January 2020.

