THE BIG PICTURE
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City of Buda Receives Texas Municipal League Municipal Excellence Award

The City of Buda is the proud recipient of a Texas Municipal League Excellence Award. The Buda Police Department’s
Mental Health Officer position won in the Public Safety category for cities under 25,000. The award recognizes the
police department’s efforts to improve the safety and security of the city.
In 2016, Buda PD submitted an application for the Mental Health Officer Grant Program. Up to that point, Buda PD had
seen a substantial increase in mental health cases. The grant, which is funded through the Department of Justice, is
offered to departments through the Capital Area Coalition of Governments. The City was ultimately awarded the grant
which totaled $78,500.00. That covered the salary, benefits, and equipment for one fiscal year. Buda PD decided to
keep the position and incurred the cost of the mental health officer starting in Fiscal Year 2017-2018.
The position has helped the department be proactive in dealing with mental health issues. Mental Health Officer Josh
McNeal is responsible for a number of visits and implements preventative measures to help individuals avoid possible
problems.
“Mental health affects everyone in some form or fashion. It is our duty to normalize and help those struggling with mental
illness in order to better service our community,” said Officer McNeal.
The mental health officer position has helped ease the burden on the rest of the department when it comes to these
types of cases. In turn, it has allowed Buda PD to provide a higher level of service.
Buda PD intends to keep the mental health officer position and even build on it in the future.
The City of Buda was presented with the TML Municipal Excellence Award on Wednesday, Oct. 10, 2018 at the TML
Conference in Fort Worth.
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City of Buda Utility Rates For Fiscal Year 2018-2019
Utility rates for the new fiscal year will be reflected in the next billing cycle. The next utility
bill will go out in late October and is due on November 10th.
City of Buda utility customers will see a 2% increase in water and a 3% increase in
wastewater.
2018-2019 Water, Wastewater, and Trash Rates

Sewer Rates Averaging
The City of Buda conducts its annual sewer rates averaging during November through February. The months used for
averaging are the lowest water consumption months of the year. The three lowest months are averaged to get the
average consumption amounts that customers are charged for the following 12 months.
If you have any water leaks, like leaky faucets or running toilets, this is the time to make repairs. Making those repairs
will help you avoid having high usage during the averaging period. It will help keep sewer costs down for the following
year.

Questions about your bill? Please contact the City of Buda Utilities Department at 512-295-8845.
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NOVEMBER 6, 2018 GENERAL ELECTION INFORMATION
On The Ballot:
Place 3
Ray Bryant

All City Council races on the ballot are UNCONTESTED. However, Buda City Hall will
still serve as a polling location for federal, state, local and county races in the
November 6 general election.

District A (Place 4)
Paul Daugereau
District B (Place 6)
Evan Ture
District C (Place 2)
Wiley Hopkins
At the June 5, 2018 City Council meeting, Council approved the district lines for Districts A, B, and C. These single member districts
will be used as boundaries for electing City Councilmembers beginning with the November 2018 Election.
Click here to view additional information on the transition to single-member districts. The link includes district maps.

Early Voting Dates, Times, & Locations
During early voting, you can vote at any location in Hays County. In Buda, Buda City Hall will serve as a polling location for early
voting.
Monday, October 22 — Friday, October 26
8 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Saturday, October 27
8 a.m. — 5 p.m.

City of Buda Early Voting Location
Buda City Hall
405 E. Loop St., Building 100
Buda, TX

Monday, October 29 – Friday, November 2
7 a.m. — 7 p.m.
Click here a full list of early voting locations in Hays County: http://bit.ly/2vM1Hbg
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NOVEMBER 6, 2018 GENERAL ELECTION INFORMATION
Election Day
November 6
7 a.m. — 7 p.m.
On Election Day you must vote in your assigned precinct. You will find this information on your voter registration card.
Precinct 224
Buda City Hall
405 E. Loop St., Building 100
Buda, TX
Precinct 226
Hays Hills Baptist Church
1401 N. FM 1626
Buda, TX

Precinct 228
McCormick Middle School
5700 Dacy Lane
Precincts 230/232/236/238
Southern Hills Church of Christ
3740 Ranch Rd 967

THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Oct. 8, 2018
Boo-Da Halloween: Welcome to October! That means Boo-Da Halloween is just a few weeks away. We
can’t wait.
If you're interested in sponsoring Boo-Da Halloween or having a booth at the event please go to the links
below.

Booth Reservation: https://goo.gl/forms/AhuhjgUE7XbG75zg2
Sponsor Application: https://goo.gl/forms/m29cDpHCvnGjDeDz1
Website: https://www.ci.buda.tx.us/580/Boo-Da-Halloween
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WarnCentralTexas Notification System Changes
AUSTIN, TEXAS – The Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) is upgrading the regional notification system
that powers WarnCentralTexas.org to bring residents emergency and public safety warnings they need to protect their
families, properties and selves. As part of the upgrade, CAPCOG recommends that previously self-registered
participants update their notification information by using the link inside an email sent through the new Everbridge
system.
Current self-registered participants should have received an email from Warn Central Texas using either
a noreply@everbridge.net, noreply@everbridge.com or noreply@everbridgemail.com email address. Following the link
inside the email will give them access to a user account portal that lets them update multiple voice and text phone
numbers as well as email addresses and physical addresses. They can also opt-in to receive particular national weather
alerts, such as severe thunderstorm warnings, tornado warnings, and flashflood warnings. After updating their
notification information, the portal grants them access to make future updates and read active notifications in their area
sent by their local governments.
WarnCentralTexas.org is a free public service provided by CAPCOG in conjunction with the region’s cities and counties
for individuals living, working or visiting Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis, and
Williamson counties. Using this system, emergency responders can send hyper-local, targeted messages to people in
specific neighborhoods or streets. Local governments communicate primarily in English, and make every effort where
possible to also send critical alerts in Spanish. The notification information is strictly used by local governments to send
emergency warnings and opted-in messages.
If a resident receives multiple emails from the system requesting they update their information, it is extremely important
they do so using the link in the email. Updating their information will ensure its accuracy letting them continue to receive
emergency warnings for their current address and preventing them from receiving the same notification multiple times.
Residents who haven’t registered to receive emergency warnings at WarnCentralTexas.org should do so. It is important
to note newer cellphone models receive federal notifications, such as Amber Alerts. WarnCentralTexas.org is a separate
system and a critical tool for local first responders to reach the affected public during an emergency. All jurisdictions in
the ten-county region can use the system to share critical emergency information events, such as:





Evacuations from floods and wildfires
Shelter-in-place information during law enforcement incidents
Public health and medical emergency messages

About the regional notification system: CAPCOG uses a regional notification system (RNS), WarnCentralTexas.org,
as a crucial public-safety tool. The Web-based tool is used by Central Texas governments to alert the public to
emergency and optional non-emergency situations. It's an effective tool for notifying a relatively large number of people
in a short period of time. Its current vendor for the RNS is Everbridge. CAPCOG and Everbridge will not distribute any
information provided by residents.
About CAPCOG: The Capital Area Council of Governments, governed by elected officials from the ten-county region it
serves, has worked for more than 45 years as an advocate, planner and coordinator on important regional issues.
Programs and services related to public safety and emergency response, environmental planning, economic and
community development and the elderly are delivered at a regional level to leverage funding, maximize cooperation and
eliminate duplication. CAPCOG serves Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis and
Williamson counties.
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Trail of Lights: The City of Buda's Annual Trail of Lights at Stagecoach Park is less than two months away and
this year the trail will be open for an extra weekend. The Parks and Recreation crew is busy making many of the
displays. We will be putting out additional information on Trail of Lights in the coming weeks.
Trail of Lights Schedule
Senior Citizen Night
December 6
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
December 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, and 23
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
VIDEO: Trail of Lights 2018 Display Preparations
“We all help each other out with the painting. Not everyone is good at everything, but there is a little bit of give and take.
It all works out," said Justin Wagner, with Buda Parks and Recreation.
The Parks and Recreation Department is "going to infinity and beyond" for this year's Trail of Lights theme.
“This year we are doing a 'Toy Story' theme. Several different characters from the Toy Story movies will be part of the
display."
Wagner says creating the displays takes a lot of work.
“We get to teach the guys how to use the saws. It also teaches you how to get your idea from your head, on to a piece
of paper and then on to a piece of wood. What we usually do is find a picture online and print it out. Then we will get a
clear sheet and draw it on to the sheet. We borrow the projector from the library, put it on there and sketch it out on a
piece of wood. We use the jigsaw to cut the wood out. Then we free hand all the details on the wood and paint it all."
Preparation for Trail of Lights starts in November at Stagecoach Park.
It takes us roughly four weeks to put everything up," said Parks Supervisor Juan Mosqueda.
“This year we have added another weekend right before Christmas. So we are expecting big crowds. Trail of Lights has
been a big part of Buda for a long time now. It is something the department takes pride in.
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2014 BOND PROJECT UPDATES
As we move into 2019, construction will begin on many of the City’s drainage and street projects.
These projects are associated with the bond passed by voters in November 2014. The bond
includes five propositions aimed at improving streets, drainage, parks and trails, and municipal and
public safety facilities. Below you will find anticipated construction dates for Proposition 3 (Streets)
and Proposition 4 (Drainage). Times are subject to change. We have also included two timelines
with more detailed information on the projects.
PROPOSITION 3 STREETS

PROJECT 1
OLD GOFORTH ROAD
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Dedicated left and right turn lanes at Tom Green Elementary



Intersection safety improvements at FM 2001



Increase pedestrian connectivity between subdivisions and school



Aesthetic enhancements

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: January 2019 - October 2019
PROJECT 2
MAIN STREET
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Widening of the Bradfield Drive / Main Street Intersection and extension of the 5 lane
section to the west of Santa Cruz Catholic church



Signal Modification at Bradfield Drive and Main Street to accommodate additional lanes



Bradfield Park cross culvert extension / modification



Extension of sidewalk along Main Street and improved accessibility to Bradfield Park



Select areas for pavement base repair



Pavement overlay and re-striping

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: January 2019 - December 2019
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PROJECT 3
MAIN STREET AT RM 967
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Widening of existing pavement for dedicated left turn lanes



Extend limits of current right turn lane



Maintain existing diagonal parking



Relocation of traffic signal poles



Reconfiguration of sidewalks

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: July 2019 - January 2020
PROJECT 4
SAN ANTONIO ST./GARISON ROAD (Ongoing)
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Widening of existing pavement to enhance parking at Buda City Park



Intersection safety improvements by separating San Antonio St. and Garison Road
turning movements



Aesthetic enhancements

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: July 2018 - December 2018 (Ongoing)

RAINY DAY PROJECT
CABELA’S CONNECTOR
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Just west of Cabela’s Drive to the Bradfield Park cross culverts



Bradfield Park cross culverts to Railroad Street



the Cabela’s Drive / Goforth Road connector

PROJECT STILL IN DESIGN
Preliminary Engineering - June 2017 - December 2017
Design - June 2017 - December 2017 - Currently at 30% design. Project added to Bond Program due to
surplus funds.
Final Design - November 2018 - February 2019
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PROPOSITION 4 DRAINAGE
PROJECT 1 (Ongoing)
HOUSTON STREET
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Channel improvements and culvert upgrades along Houston St., Railroad St., and main
channel



New storm drain inlets at Houston St. and Rose St.

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: July 2018 - February 2019 (Ongoing)
PROJECT 2
OXBOW NEIGHBORHOOD
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Channel improvements and culvert upgrades along main channel

ANTICIPATED CONTSRUCTION: January 2019 - September 2019
PROJECT 3
FIRE STATION/BLUFF ST. (DIVERSION)
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Flood diversion (relief) channel from unnamed tributary to Onion Creek


Box culverts at Jack C. Hays Trail (FM 967)

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: July 2019 - June 2020
PROJECT 4
W. GOFORTH
The general scope of work for this project includes:


Channel Improvements and culvert upgrades along W. Goforth and Union Pacific
Railroad Track

ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION: November 2019 - January 2020

