THE BIG PICTURE
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BACK TO SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY
Classes in Hays CISD Begin on August 27, 2018
As the summer break comes to an end for Hays CISD students in Buda, we wanted to take this opportunity to talk
about back to school traffic safety. The first day of school for Hays CISD is Monday, August 27. Please prepare for
increased traffic around Buda area schools, particularly on FM 1626 near Elm Grove Elementary and along FM 967
near Buda Elementary.
“Give yourself some extra time in the mornings and drive cautiously as you can expect delays as students start back to
school,” said Buda PD Public Information Officer Brittany Tate. “The first few weeks are always the busiest and we
know traffic can become a burden, but Buda PD officers will be routinely monitoring the school routes. We are also
working with TxDOT and Commissioner Mark Jones to address and hopefully alleviate some of the issues in the
construction zone on FM 1626.”
The speed limit in a school zone is 25 mph. Speeding in a school zone is considered a Class C Misdemeanor and could
carry a hefty fine.

“We will be in the spots that we need to be in, particularly the congested areas. We will be looking for various traffic
violations, including speeding and operating a motor vehicle while using a hand-held device. ” said Buda PD Officer
Raul Valdez. “FM 1626 is currently under heavy construction and it is important to plan accordingly. Our main concern
is safety for the students and the drivers. Kids are going to be real excited about getting back to school and we want to
make sure they get there safely.”
If you are new to the area or your children are attending a new school this year, please familiarize yourself with the
drop-off and pick-up areas at your child’s school.
“It takes a couple of weeks for drivers to get back into the routine,” said Hays CISD Public Information Officer Tim
Savoy. “Please be on the lookout for school zone signals and always obey the speed limits. You should also anticipate
children walking and bicycling to school.”
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Safety Tips from the National Center for Safe Routes to Schools


Slow down and obey all traffic laws and speed limits, both in school zones and in
neighborhoods surrounding the school.



Comply with local school drop-off and pick-up procedures.



Avoid double parking or stopping on crosswalks to let children out of the car. Double
parking will block visibility for other children and other motorists. Visibility is further
reduced during the rain and fog seasons when condensation forms on car windows.



Avoid loading or unloading children at locations across the street from the school.
This forces youngsters to unnecessarily cross busy streets.



Prepare to stop for a school bus when overhead yellow lights are flashing. Drive with
caution when you see yellow hazard warning lights are flashing on a bus.



Stop for a school bus with its red overhead lights flashing, regardless of the direction
from which the driver is approaching. Drivers must not proceed until the school bus
resumes motion and the red lights stop flashing.



Watch for children walking or bicycling (both on the road and the sidewalk).



Watch for children playing and gathering near bus stops. Watch for children arriving late for the bus, who
may dart into the street without looking for traffic.



Watch for children walking or biking to school when backing up (out of a driveway or leaving a garage).

Back to School Traffic Safety Public Service Announcements From Buda PD Officer Raul Valdez
Back to School Traffic Safety — PSA 1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBlnTNXvHVQ
Back to School Traffic Safety — PSA 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIGH89-QL-0
Back to School Traffic Safety — PSA 3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0KlhZJTyXE
Back to School Traffic Safety — PSA 4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgdPP3sV_HQ

Back to School Traffic Safety — PSA 5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np0vbs9XJOE
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New Buda Municipal Complex Opening Ceremony
The City of Buda is excited to announce our Grand Opening Ceremony for the new Municipal Complex (City Hall,
Library and Economic Development Corporation) on Saturday, August 25, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. The 55,000 square foot
facility includes City Administrative Offices, City Council Chambers, community multi-purpose space, and an Emergency
Operations Center.
Buda City Hall and Library Grand Opening
Saturday, August 25
9:00 a.m.— Grand Opening Ceremony, Speeches, and Ribbon Cuttings
10:00 a.m. to Noon — Live music, Tours, Food and Library Activities
10:30 a.m. — Library Room Dedications for the Marjorie E. Martinez area and the Lucy & Lawrence Teall Room
405 E. Loop St., Building 100
The Public is Invited to Attend
Parking
Parking for the public is available at Stagecoach Park located at 880 Main Street. We will shuttle you to the Municipal
Complex. There are limited parking spots available at the Municipal Complex and we encourage attendees to park at
Stagecoach Park. (Parking map on next page)
Activities
The Buda Public Library will have several activities, including story times, a robot petting zoo in the makers lab, art
activities, teen activities, a time capsule and more.
Music
Enjoy the music of Sour Bridges and John Moore.

Sour Bridges
www.sourbridgesmusic.com

John Moore
https://www.facebook.com/JohnMooreSchertzTX/

THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Aug. 20, 2018

New Buda Municipal Complex Opening Ceremony
Food

Food trucks will be on site.
Parking at Stagecoach Park: The red rectangles mark the parking areas. Parking for the public is available at
Stagecoach Park located at 880 Main Street. We will shuttle you to the Municipal Complex. There are limited parking
spots available at the Municipal Complex and we encourage attendees to park at Stagecoach Park.
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You already know Buda is one of the best places to live, BUT a recent study published by homesnacks.net discovered the same
thing. They ranked Buda #6 in the best places to live around Austin.
HomeSnacks used the following criteria to determine their rankings.









Low unemployment rate
High Median household incomes
Population density (lots of things to do)
High home values
A lot of college educated people
Low poverty

High rate of insured families
They also used the newest American Community Survey data (2012-2016) to research each suburb.
FYI: They defined a suburb as being within 30 miles of Austin.
You can see all of the rankings here: https://www.homesnacks.net/best-austin-tx-suburbs-1214720

Photo Credit: Douglas Newton
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HOUSTON STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
First Phase of Construction Begins on Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018
BUDA, TX — On Thursday, August 16, construction will begin on the first phase of the Houston Street Drainage
Improvement project. Smith Contracting will begin performing trenching and utility work on Rose Street at Lilly Street.
This phase of the project will include open cut excavation and construction of drainage improvements within public
easements and street right-of-way. There will be a total of 8 phases
ROSE STREET CLOSURE
Rose Street, between Railroad Street and Cedar Street, will be closed to all through traffic during the project. The
closure begins on August 16. Detour signs will be up in the area. However, access will be allowed to local
businesses and residential properties along Rose Street and Lilly Street for the duration of the construction project.
The contractor will be allowed to work between 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., will be required to secure the construction
zone overnight, and have a traffic control plan in force at all times during work within the public right-of-way.
The project is expected to be finished in late November 2018. We will keep you updated throughout each phase of the
drainage improvement project. The improvements are being made as part of Bond Proposition 4.
SEQUENCE OF WORK
Phase 1: Full closure and detour of Rose Street at Lilly Street. Construct culvert across Rose Street and along Lilly
Street.
Phase 2: Construct open channel along Lilly Street.
Phase 3: Full closure and detour of Houston Street at Prairie Avenue. Construct culverts across intersection.
Phase 4: Detour eastbound Houston Street at Prairie Avenue. Construct culverts across intersection.
Phase 5: Construct open channel along Pucket Alley.

Phase 6: Detour westbound Rose Street. Construction culvert along Rose Street. Construct culvert along Rose Street.
Minimize duration of mid-block driveway closure.
Phase 7: Full closure and detour of Railroad Street north of Rose Street. Construct culvert under Railroad Street.
Phase 8: Full closure and detour of Houston Street between Main Street and Railroad Street. Construct culvert under
Houston Street.
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Rose Street, between Railroad Street and Cedar Street, will be closed to all through traffic during the project. The
closure begins on August 16. Detour signs will be up in the area. However, access will be allowed to local
businesses and residential properties along Rose Street and Lilly Street for the duration of the construction project.
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CITY COUNCIL SETS PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 PROPOSED TAX RATE AND BUDGET
The Buda City Council has set public hearings for the proposed Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Tax Rate and Budget.
Proposed FY 2018-2019 Tax Rate
•The 2018-2019 proposed tax rate is $.3710 per $100 of valuation. The 2017-2018 current tax rate is $.3673 per $100 of valuation.
•2018-2019 Total Taxable Value is $1,653,242,992 - Taxable value to City is $1,550,571,319.
•A tax rate of $.3710 will generate $6,133,532 in total revenue ($.2649 I&S = $4,379,441 and .1061 M&O = $1,754,091)
•The 2018-2019 proposed budget includes revenues at a tax rate of $.3710. For a homeowner with an average value of $241,806 last year
compared to the average value of $255,745 in tax year 2018, tax rate cost will be $60 more per year, or $5 per month.
•The overall tax rate increased from the current year. An increase of $.0002 occurred on the maintenance and operations (M&O) portion of the
tax rate, and the debt portion of the tax rate increased by $.0035 over the current year. The debt increase is due to the increased debt payments
required for the City’s debt issuance for the $55 million bond program that was approved by voters in the November 2014 election. At a tax rate
of $.3710, the City will generate $400,855 more property tax revenue than the previous year. Total taxable value to the City increased by $85.26
million over last year, and the maintenance and operations revenue is estimated to be $1.75 million.
Proposed Budget Breakdown
•Total Revenue: $32,949,168, excluding capital improvements
•Total Expenditure: $34,826,765, excluding capital improvements
Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Budget Expenditures
•Budget includes the following expenditures:
•General Fund - $13,036,917
•Interest & Sinking - $7,541,898
•Water -$3,807,471
•Wastewater - $5,613,350
•Sanitation - $1,815,588
•Hotel/Motel - $1,258,079
•Other including LGC, Library Spec. Rev., etc. - $1,753,462
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CITY COUNCIL SETS PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 PROPOSED TAX RATE AND BUDGET
FY 2018-2019 Capital Improvements Expenditures
•Capital Improvements: $3,939,613
Click the link for the 2018-2019 Proposed Budget in its entirety: City of Buda Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Proposed Budget
“The proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 is a structurally balanced budget that continues our previous commitments toward maintaining
existing service levels and implementing City Council’s priorities,” said City Manager Kenneth Williams. “The budget continues to include the
appropriate level of funding to maintain outstanding city services for residents and visitors to Buda, and it ensures continued financial strength
into the future by maintaining adequate fund balance reserves.”
“Like last year, this budget is a conservative plan to improve our community and our workplace. It includes funding to maintain competitive
salaries and benefits for retaining and attracting staff. It addresses public safety with the addition of three officer positions, increases the Parks
Department staffing level by an additional two positions, increases funding to special events, and provides Public Works with an additional staff
person, as well as software and other equipment it needs in order to continue to provide exceptional service to the residents of Buda. The budget
also focuses on downtown by providing additional events and programs along the Main Street corridor,” said Williams

Proposed Budget & Tax Rate Public Hearings
Aug. 21, 2018 – 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 4, 2018 – 6:00 p.m.
Buda City Hall
405. E. Loop St., Building 100

