THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Aug. 6, 2018
New Buda Public Library Opens: The new Buda Public Library officially opened this week. We hope you are enjoying all of the
additional space in the new library!
Monday through Thursdays: 10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Fridays and Saturdays: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Buda Public Library Opens Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUbqRv01eng&t=14s

THE BIG PICTURE
Week of Aug. 6, 2018

City Council Meeting — Aug. 7, 2018: We
had our first City Council meeting in the
new City Hall this week. If you missed the
meeting you can watch it here:
https://bit.ly/2KC0wQf
There were a few audio issues. Thank you
for your patience as we work out some of
the kinks in the new system.

Congratulations to Public Information
Officer David Marino. He recently
completed Texas Christian University‘s
Certified Public Communicator Program.
Participants are required to complete 95
hours of training and coursework and write
a three-year communications plan.
Read more here: http://bit.ly/2OhtvuJ
Pictured (L-R) Jacque Lambiase, TCU
Professor of Strategic Communication,
David Marino, City of Buda Public
Information Officer, Laura F. Bright TCU
Associate Professor of Strategic
Communication
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CITY COUNCIL SETS PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 PROPOSED TAX RATE AND BUDGET
The Buda City Council has set public hearings for the proposed Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Tax Rate and Budget.
Proposed FY 2018-2019 Tax Rate
•The 2018-2019 proposed tax rate is $.3710 per $100 of valuation. The 2017-2018 current tax rate is $.3673 per $100 of valuation.
•2018-2019 Total Taxable Value is $1,653,242,992 - Taxable value to City is $1,550,571,319.
•A tax rate of $.3710 will generate $6,133,532 in total revenue ($.2649 I&S = $4,379,441 and .1061 M&O = $1,754,091)
•The 2018-2019 proposed budget includes revenues at a tax rate of $.3710. For a homeowner with an average value of $241,806 last year
compared to the average value of $255,745 in tax year 2018, tax rate cost will be $60 more per year, or $5 per month.
•The overall tax rate increased from the current year. An increase of $.0002 occurred on the maintenance and operations (M&O) portion of the
tax rate, and the debt portion of the tax rate increased by $.0035 over the current year. The debt increase is due to the increased debt payments
required for the City’s debt issuance for the $55 million bond program that was approved by voters in the November 2014 election. At a tax rate
of $.3710, the City will generate $400,855 more property tax revenue than the previous year. Total taxable value to the City increased by $85.26
million over last year, and the maintenance and operations revenue is estimated to be $1.75 million.
Proposed Budget Breakdown
•Total Revenue: $32,949,168, excluding capital improvements
•Total Expenditure: $34,826,765, excluding capital improvements
Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Budget Expenditures
•Budget includes the following expenditures:
•General Fund - $13,036,917
•Interest & Sinking - $7,541,898
•Water -$3,807,471
•Wastewater - $5,613,350
•Sanitation - $1,815,588
•Hotel/Motel - $1,258,079
•Other including LGC, Library Spec. Rev., etc. - $1,753,462
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CITY COUNCIL SETS PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 PROPOSED TAX RATE AND BUDGET
FY 2018-2019 Capital Improvements Expenditures
•Capital Improvements: $3,939,613
Click the link for the 2018-2019 Proposed Budget in its entirety: City of Buda Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Proposed Budget
“The proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 is a structurally balanced budget that continues our previous commitments toward maintaining
existing service levels and implementing City Council’s priorities,” said City Manager Kenneth Williams. “The budget continues to include the
appropriate level of funding to maintain outstanding city services for residents and visitors to Buda, and it ensures continued financial strength
into the future by maintaining adequate fund balance reserves.”
“Like last year, this budget is a conservative plan to improve our community and our workplace. It includes funding to maintain competitive
salaries and benefits for retaining and attracting staff. It addresses public safety with the addition of three officer positions, increases the Parks
Department staffing level by an additional two positions, increases funding to special events, and provides Public Works with an additional staff
person, as well as software and other equipment it needs in order to continue to provide exceptional service to the residents of Buda. The budget
also focuses on downtown by providing additional events and programs along the Main Street corridor,” said Williams

Proposed Budget & Tax Rate Public Hearings
Aug. 21, 2018 – 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 4, 2018 – 6:00 p.m.
Buda City Hall
405. E. Loop St., Building 100
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New Buda City Hall and Library Grand Opening Ceremony

The City of Buda is excited to announce our Grand Opening Ceremony for the new City Hall and Library on Saturday,
August 25, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. There will be limited parking at City Hall. Citizens who plan to attend can park at
Stagecoach Park, located at 880 Main Street. We will shuttle you to City Hall.
Buda City Hall and Library Grand Opening
Saturday, August 25
9:00 a.m.— Grand Opening Ceremony, Speeches, and Ribbon Cuttings
10:00 a.m. to Noon — Live music, Tours, and Library Activities
405 E. Loop St., Building 100
The Public is Invited to Attend
The 55,000 square foot facility includes City Administrative Offices, City Council Chambers, the Economic Development
Corporation office, community multi-purpose space, and an Emergency Operations Center.
The new Buda Public Library alone is 25,000 square feet. Between the library and multi-purpose meeting space,
approximately 40% of the building is public space.
“The new building will make things a lot easier for everyone,” said Mayor George Haehn. “All of our administrative
offices are now under one roof. Plus, our new 25,000 square foot library is a focal point of the building. It includes a
reading room for kids, study rooms, a large craft room, and additional space for our citizens to enjoy.”
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“The new facility will have a tremendous impact on the City of Buda well into the future,“ said City Manager Kenneth
Williams. “We built the facility to accommodate growth for the next 25 to 30 years.”
The Municipal Facility was paid for as part of a $55 million dollar bond approved by voters in November of 2014. The
bond is comprised of five propositions aimed at improving streets, drainage, parks and trails, municipal facilities, and
public safety facilities.
Architect firm Page and general contractor JE Dunn lead the project design and construction.
“It has been JE Dunn’s honor to partner and collaborate with both the City of Buda and A/E Firms, as well as all of our
trade partners in order to deliver this instrumental project for the City of Buda,” said Mark Christopher, JE Dunn Senior
Project Manager. “When we defined the project purpose it was to ‘Enrich the Community of Buda by delivering a
welcoming space for all patrons to gather and work.’ I sincerely believe we accomplished this goal. The City of Buda
has a landmark space that will serve their growing community for years to come. There was a lot of hard work and
determination by so many to make this project a reality, and I’d like to thank everyone who had a hand in helping us
make the project a success.”

“The design speaks to the nature of the community of Buda and the city management’s desire to have an open and
transparent local government,” said Ginny Chilton, Page Project Manager. “We designed a building that supports the
city government’s focus on public service and priority of hearing the voice of the community. With thoughts of what
the diverse people of Buda wanted, the library expanded the book collection and added children’s and teens areas,
quiet reading rooms, group study rooms, reading garden, community classrooms and maker space. The collocation of
the library and city hall opened the door for the opportunity of a large shared common space, a room that we like to
call the city’s living room that can be used for gathering before events or for settling in with a cup of coffee and a good
read with a view of the trees.”
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